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OUR LAVENDER 


FROM THE EDITOR | BY ANDY LIEN 


Born This Way 


My first job after high school was working in group homes with 
developmentally disabled men. It was my summer job through col- 
lege and I also picked up shifts during the holidays when the regular 
staff wanted time off. Usually in my home town (but also including a 
few stints in St. Paul), the position was called Residential Counselor, 
or something like that, and I was one of a number of staff people who 
helped men with a variety of abilities and disabilities live their lives. 
If I had the morning shift, ГА help them wake up, get ready for work, 
take their meds, eat breakfast, and get them on their vans to go to a 
sheltered workshop in town where they earned money doing piece 
work. In the afternoons and evenings, I'd welcome them home, take 
them on errands like banking or grocery shopping, make dinner, do 
recreational things like go to movies or out to eat, pass meds, and as- 
sist with personal tasks like bathing, all to be done again the next day. 
And the next. Day after day. Week after week. Year after year. 

I usually just called them "the guys,” in a pointed way, to make them 
more cool and mature than how people in town usually referred to 
them, as "the boys." The town embraced these group homes and the 
people who lived in them as a part of our protective, somewhat insular 
small-town society. It was—and is—something that can make a small 
town so comfortable, the probability that nobody is anonymous, par- 
ticularly the men of these homes. Waves and hugs were common while 
walking around town or the grocery store. Topics of conversation of- 
ten had to do with going to “camp,” which was a resort in Wisconsin 
where the guys would go each summer for a week; going home, which 
would happen with varying frequency depending on how involved the 
families were with the guys; and going for “pop,” which was a common 
currency as a relished treat, especially during the summer. 

Our activities and therapies were usually scripted and prescribed 
by someone with a degree in the field; but there was also plenty of 
free time. My formal training included First Aid, CPR, med passing, 
and physical restraints. We were informally trained in things like how 
to cook for a large number of people, how to assist men with taking 
baths and dressing, how to take a number of men to stores and what 
to do if there were problems. We certainly ran into snags at times, 
but the snags were usually predictable. It was a predictable pattern 
of life for a somewhat unpredictable group of people. They were as 
unpredictable as any of us are, more or less, but definitely had less 
personal ability or agency to live their lives on their own terms, which 
could also be a source of tension. Their terms were largely dictated 
for them and we were the gatekeepers to their lives, for the most part. 
It was a good system, a safe system. But, like all systems, it's only as 
strong as the people making it work. Its limits were because of our 
limits, whether personal or institutional. 

This writing is a contrast to the piece I wrote in our last issue 
about the limitlessness of this community in terms of graduates look- 
ing toward their futures and couples looking toward having children 
in Minnesota's post-marriage society. This piece is all about being 
limited. And, I'm not talking about a euphemism for being devel- 
opmentally disabled ("He's limited, you know, a little slow"), but in 
terms of the limits placed on people who are developmentally dis- 
abled, both formally and casually. 

Looking at the routines of each day, week, month, and year, what's 
missing? Love. In the daily schedules of each man in each home, 
there were few opportunities for things like love. Every month or so, 


there was a dance or mixer with other people from other homes and 
towns but, generally, the guys in the group homes socialized with 
each other. A few of them had girlfriends they'd see every once in 
a while, when it was scripted into the schedule by the staff of the 
two homes where each resident lived, and worked into the schedule. 
Such a date might be going to the Dairy Queen for some ice cream, 
and it would include one of the staff members being nearby as a chap- 
erone, unless the resident was more independent. 

What we didn't have was training about relationships and love be- 
tween the residents. We weren't given official ways of dealing with 
one of them having a crush—same-sex or otherwise—other than re- 
lying on our own senses or those of our manager. We certainly didn't 
have a Rainbow Support Group for any of the guys like Wingspan 
does (pages 54-55), despite the fact that, statistically speaking, a num- 
ber of them were—and are—likely gay (one of whom routinely and 
genuinely said that he loves guys [in more than an “I love everyone" 
kind of way]). Furthermore, in a conservative hometown like mine, 
such a training could not have happened back in 1995. It might not be 
"able" to happen now. 

What I've described isn't the experience of every developmentally 
disabled person, but it's likely the life of many. Some may not live in 
group homes, but live independently. Others might still live with fam- 
ily, accessing their social opportunities through that family system or 
through programs such as those provided by places like Wingspan, 
but be subject to limits beyond their control. 

I treasure these men—and my time with these men—so much; I 
learned so much from them, both specifically and as a cultural group 
of their own. I am hopeful that they are now allowed to seek or have 
relationships on their own terms, rather than the terms of their pro- 
grams or Residential Counselors. I still see them when I go home; 
I get waves and hugs and talk about camp and pop. A couple still 
call me what sounds like “Underwear” because that's what “Andrea” 
turned into way back then, thanks to enunciation styles and rich 
senses of humor. I love them and I hope they get to love. And I hope 
that they get to define what their love looks like, rather than have it 
programmed into their schedules or encouraged or discouraged by 
staff who have their own limitations. I hope that there is a Rainbow 
Support Group in their area, or one in their future. 

As one of the guys always said when he was explaining his devel- 
opmental disability (whether with pride or remorse), he was “born 
this way.” He was years before Lady Gaga, who touted the same senti- 
ment in support of rights for the GLBT community, and he was just 
as entitled to the sentiment for his own rights to exist, to love, and to 
be loved. ш 


With love, 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | BY E.B. BOATNER 


First Amendment: Putting Your Money 
Where Your Mouth Is 


When Gay blogger Andrew Sullivan expressed disgust over the 
‘forced’ resignation of Mozilla CEO Brendan Eich for his $1,000 con- 
tribution to California’s 2008 Propositions 8, others, including John 
Becker of the Bilerico Project and Michelangelo Signorile of the 
HuffPost Gay Voices, begged to differ. 

Sullivan asserted Eich was a victim of “left-liberal intolerance,” 
but Signorile pointed out that much contributed money went to TV 
ads spreading outright lies, “demonizing gay men and lesbians,” 
claiming “gays are dangerous to children.” 

To Sullivan’s sarcastic comment that Eich “had the gall to express 
his First Amendment rights,” Becker clarified, “The damage done by 
those ads is incalculable, turning neighbors in California against one 
another, empowering anti-gay bullies in schools as well as the bash- 
ers on the streets.” 

As far as Eich’s donation having been the sole reason for his oust- 
er, Becker pointed out that executives supported Eich through his 
homophobia, but revelations that he’d backed Pat Buchannan’s 1992 
campaign would have left them approving a CEO that also condoned 
racism and anti-Semitism. 

Sullivan concluded, “If we are about intimidating the free speech of 
others, we are no better than the anti-gay bullies who came before us.” 


“Wrong,” wrote Becker. “Proposition 8 wasn’t just some random, 
innocuous ballot initiative, it was a cruel, animus-driven crusade to 
strip a disfavored minority group of an existing and fundamental 
right...that relied on lies and gutter-level fear-mongering, flooding 
the airwaves with images of smiling children accompanied by omi- 
nous warnings about how much they'd be harmed if voters didn’t 
enshrine marriage discrimination into the constitution.” 

One has the right to speak one’s mind, but not without conse- 
quences. There is also a difference between uttering an occasional 
racial, ethnic, or sexual slur, however distasteful, and donating mon- 
ey with the specific intention of removing citizens’ existing rights 
(the 9,000 legally married gay and lesbian couples) and of prevent- 
ing others from ever having a right possessed by all other American 
citizens. 

“None of this is about government censorship,” summed up Si- 
gnorile. “It’s about a company...that has many progressive employ- 
ees, as well as a lot of progressives and young people among the 
user base of its Firefox browser, realizing its CEO’s worldview is 
completely out of touch with the company's-and America's-values 
and vision for the future." m 
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FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION | 


О Criminal Defense 
О Business & Civil Litigation 
О Wills and Powers of Attorney 


(651) 646-3755 | | 


www.rsjlaw.com 


О Family Law / Divorce 
О Child Support 
О Domestic Partnerships 


| Randall S. Johnson 


Attorney at Law 


Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 
Offices conveniently located at Highway 94 and Snelling Avenue 
[md n = Sa =a ===: === 


RIDICULQUSLY FUN! 


A DIVINE MUSICAL COMEDY 


‘A PULL-OUT-THE- STOPS, 


MAY 27 - JUNE 1 - ORPHEUM THEATRE 


ІМ PERSON State Theatre Box Office (no service fees) 
BY PHONE 800.982.2787 crours 10+ save! 612.373.5665 
onLine HennepinTheatreTrust.org 
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"BEAR" WITH ME (WHILE I TELL Y 


East Central Minnesota Pride. Photo courtesy of East Central 


ARTS OF VIETNAM OPENING 

NIGHT EVENT 

May 22 * 5:30-9pm 

Jeromeo * 250 3rd Ave. N 

Minneapolis 

One of the great things about the Twin 
Cities is the diverse art available to view 

and purchase. Here’s a rare opportunity to 
view amazing lacquer paintings coming here 
from a group of national treasure artists in 
Vietnam, including Dinh Quan, Nguyen 
Quoc Huy, Nguyen Hai Nam, Hung Khuynh 
and Hoang Trong Tien. There will also be 

a huge collection of beautiful looking and 
sounding gongs from Vietnam. The evening 
includes live music, wines and light food. If 
you can’t make opening night, the works will 
be up through June 21. After that, they'll be 
having various works from a variety of artists 
on an ongoing basis. For the opening night 
event, please RSVP to info@jeromeo.com. 
Search “Arts of Vietnam Opening Night” on 
Facebook for more information. 


MIX: THE ENDLESS FAREWELL TOUR 
May 25 * 6pm 

Union Rooftop % 731 Hennepin Ave., 
Minneapolis 

Just like Cher, MIX never really goes away 
completely. Return to the Union rooftop — 
rain or shine - for a Memorial Weekend 
party featuring long-time residents, DJ 
SHIEK and DJ LENKA PARIS. As usual, 
there's no cover. And as usual, everyone will 
be there. Leave your attitude at home, come 
as you are and don't make any early plans 
on Monday... it's going to be a fun night. 
Search “MIX: The Endless Farewell Tour” 
on Facebook for more information. 
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LOG JAMZ 

May 30 * 10pm-2am 

eagleBOLTbar * 515 Washington Ave. 
S., Minneapolis 

As their promotional materials state, Log 
Jamz is a celebration of Jamz and Logs, and 
everyone is welcome. Join Flip Phone’s DJ 
Fancy Restaurant for a brand new party at 
eagleBOLTbar. The event includes nonstop 
Jamz all night, lumber inspirations, specialty 
timber cocktails, best plaid outfit contest, 
and Go-Go Lumberjacks... WOOF! This 
gives a whole new meaning to the term 
“chopping wood.” $5 cover. Search “Log 
Jamz” on Facebook for more information. 


10TH ANNUAL EAST CENTRAL 
MINNESOTA PRIDE 

June 1 • Noon-5pm 

Voyageur Park * 600 1st Ave. NW, 
Pine City 

Make your way just north of the Twin Cities 
as Minnesota's small-town Pride once again 
kicks off the Pride season. The 10" Annual 
East Central MN Pride also marks the 15" 
anniversary of the event's founding organiza- 
tion, East Central MN Men's Circle. This is 
also the 10" consecutive year Pine City will 
be playing host to this big event. The event 
is a day of fun, family, community and con- 
nection. It also gives GLBT people of East 
Central Minnesota, those questioning, and 
their friends, family and allies an opportunity 
to meet and build community in an other- 
wise isolated part of the state. This year's 
event will be emceed by WCCO's Edward 
Moody, and features some great Bluegrass 
music by Hey Lonesome, and a special 
performance by Esera Tuaolo. The event is 
free to attend, and there'll be plenty of good 
food, musical entertainment, vendors, and 
much more. Visit http://eastcentralminne- 
sotapride.com for more information. B 
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Online Reservations 
*PlayZone Hourly Child Care with Group Discounts 
* Group discount on Hotel rooms. 


*Full On-Site Catering Service 
* Variety of Menu Choices 
*Linens, China, Silver Place Settings 


One complimentary 


Contact the Hotel Convention Sales Department Ф 1.800.WIN.CASH, Ext. 8011 


39375 County Hwy 24 * Morton, MN Ф 1.800.WIN.CASH аз 
jackpotjunction.com % dacotahridge.com Hi5 Ke 
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IE GONE Jewelry and aftercare 


purchase required for both 


с ЕНЕ piercings. 


ü PIERCINGS! no appointment needed. 


612.35Ч.7220 
almostfamouspiercing.com 


ЧО5 Central • Minneapolis 


Also located in Mall of America 


ОВС 
dermatologyC 


Education * Experience * Excellence 
.with a smile! 


Jaime Davis, MD, FAAD 
Mayo Trained, Board Certified, 
Award Winning Dermatologist 


Nadine Miller, M.P.A.S., PA-C Jason Davis, M.P.A.S., PA-C 
Physician Assistant in Dermatology | Physician Assistant in Dermatology 


* Appointments within ONE week є All major insurance accepted 
* Fully licensed and credentialed providers 


Uptown Row, Suite 208 е 1221 МУ. Lake Street е Minneapolis, MN 55408 
612-455-3200 * www.UptownDermatology.com 
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ARTS & CULTURE | SPOTLIGHT | BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Detroit. Photo by Michal Daniel 


sumed by the drugs they’ve done 
and the psycho-physical damage 
left by that. In addition, a splendidly 
natural Jay Hornbacher plays a 
senior citizen supporting role that 
puts a twist into the works. 

Both very different couples form 
bonds between one another while 
hanging out in their backyards. 

Set designer and director Joel 

Sass makes those ordinary yards 
captivating and he does something 
extraordinary with the set that I 
won't write about. You have to see 
it. It’s also some of the seasoned 
Sass's best directorial work ever. 

As for Timberman, it's the best 
thing she has done since The Sisters 
Rosensweig at Park Square and 
Forbes, his best work since the 
Ordway's Cabaret. However, a show 
that goes well over an hour and a 
half without an intermission is not 
reasonable, no matter how wonder- 
ful the actors are. 


DETROIT 

Through May 25 

Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyndale Av. So., Mpls. 
(612) 822-7063 

www.jungletheater.org 


Lisa D'Amour has finally written a first-rate play. Detroit is a 
searingly frank inquiry into actual economic and addiction patterns 
that have not only disrupted countless 21st century American 
lives, but a consideration of how those patterns may have possibly 
re-circuited society itself. Though the title is Detroit, it is meant to 
be any first-ring suburb in any mid-sized US city. That's part of the 
problem of course: there's a corporatized sameness to all American 
suburbs, far more extreme than it was a generation ago. 

Angela Timberman and John Middleton, both terrific, play 
Mary and Ben, an early-middle-aged couple. She works. He's been 
laid off and says he's developing his own business online. D'Amour 
seems to insuate that the internet aids and abets delusions about 
economic possibilities and our own inflated abilities. Is she subtly 
debunking the myth that in America you don't need anyone? Hearty 
individualism will always save the day, right? 

Next door, a young couple newly moved in, Sharon and Kenny, 
are played with rowdy abandon and vapidity as the characters wres- 
tle with lingering addiction issues. Anna Sundberg and Tyson 
Forbes find an oozy sexual chemistry and a sense of danger that at 
times is downright riveting. Their individualism has been sub- 


THE DRUNKEN CITY 
Through June 7 

Lyric Lab 

756 Hampden Ave., St. Paul 
(612) 724-5685 
www.darkstormy.org 


Adam Bock's stunning satire 
about unconstitutional surveillance 
and brutality, The Receptionist, was a 
big hit for Dark & Stormy Produc- 
tions at the end of last year. Now 
they're presenting another work by 


The Drunken City. Photo by Mel Day 


the same celebrated gay playwright 
that looks into that proverbial Dio- 
nysian ritual known as the Bachelor- 
ette Party just before the wedding. 
Actress Sara Marsh shares, 
"Adam's play is so cleverly and 
delightfully deceptive: it appears to 
simply be a group of girls (played 
by Tracey Maloney and Adelin 
Phelps) giving their friend (my 
character, Marnie) one last night 
partying in the city before she 
gets married and settles down in 
their small town. But for Marnie, 
the night becomes a sudden and 
unexpected exploration of love, 
happiness, needs, and expectations: 
societal pressures about what love 
is and what it should look like, the 
expectations family and friends have 
of us—whether they're aware of it 
or not—to make certain life deci- 
sions, and the intense pressure we 
put on ourselves to please others, 
even if it may come at the cost of 
our own personal happiness." 
"Until this night in the city, Mar- 
nie hasn't confronted any of these 
issues consciously, so now that her 
wedding is imminent and she's in 
an inebriated state, it doesn't take 
much of a catalyst (a cute, kind guy 
named Frank, played by Kris L. Nel- 
son) to get her gears turning. And 
though Marnie's story provides the 
most consistent through-line and 
backbone of the show, the play is 
far more than just her pre-wedding 
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SPOTLIGHT 


excitement and questioning. For each of the characters, it’s an 
exploration and sometimes realization of what love and commitment 
are, how they are different than what we may have thought, and 
what they truly mean. What do we owe ourselves? How does that 
impact what we feel we owe others? Where do those things inter- 
sect? Do they? What is love, what is happiness, and are they even 
related? And what do you hold onto and what do you sacrifice to 
have one or the other or both, what’s the cost? We (all) continue to 
ask ourselves these questions throughout our 20s, 30s, 40s, 50s, and 
on. There’s no easy answer because the definition and formula for 
love and happiness is constantly changing. Gay, straight, wealthy, 
struggling, older, younger; this play speaks to everyone, because 
the desire for—and struggle to find—both love and happiness is 
constant and universal.” 

Director Bill McCallum adds, “Adam’s choice to place these 
three brides-to-be in a strange and dangerous setting, under the 
influence of truth-inducing alcohol, provides a fabulous context for 
the exploration of issues that we all face in our lives. The play is not 
prescriptive. It doesn’t offer any answers. But it does pose many 
interesting questions about love and loneliness and honesty and 
friendship and societal expectations, and how our need for connec- 
tion influences the choices we make in our lives.” 


The Three Musketeers. 
Photo by Dan Norman 


GYPSY 

Through May 25 

Bloomington Civic Theatre, 1800 W. Old Shakopee Road. 
(952) 563-8575 

www.bloomingtoncivictheatre.org 


Gypsy is one of the towering musicals of American theater. But 
then how could it not be with Jule Styne as its composer, Stephen 
Sondheim as its lyricist, and master gay playwright and screenwrit- 
er, Arthur Laurents, as its book writer. 

The true life character of Rose is the mother of striptease artist, 
Gypsy Rose Lee. Sally Ann Wright plays Rose at Bloomington Civic 
and you may recall her marvelous performance there in Sondheim’s 
Follies a while back. (In case you didn’t know, BCT is one of the 
best local producers of musical theater and Sondheim is their forte.) 
Wright, as one would expect, researched her role diligently. She 
relates, “A romp with the hotel manager in the script is funny and 
charming, whereas in real life she actually threw a manager from a 
hotel window. She was ruthless, cunning, and, when she wanted to, 


Gypsy. Photo by Zach Curtis 


(could be) charming. She made her 
girls lie about their ages to the point 
that they honestly didn’t know how 
old they were! Time after time, she 
drove husbands and lovers away 
simply because she was exhausting 
and drained the people around her of 
anything she could get from them.” 
“I don't think Rose had an 
honest relationship in her life. She 
simply didn’t have the capacity for 
it. She had many relationships with 
both men and women, none of them 
successful. But she raised two stars. 
It’s an interesting conundrum, isn’t 
it? When Gypsy was diagnosed with 
lung cancer in 1969 she said to her 
sister June, "This is my present, you 
know, my present from mother.’ 
You see, when Rose died of colon 
cancer in 1954 her final words to 
Gypsy were, ‘wherever you go ГЇЇ 
be right there...When you get your 
own personal kick in the ass, just 
remember, it’s a present from me 
to you.” 


ated with them. Now forced to rely 
on one’s own morals and intuition 
to survive, we see the innate power 
of human empathy and sexuality 
either honored or disregarded. 
Sexuality comes forth as one of the 
innate characteristics that makes us 
human, that gives us worth.” 

London was a center of plague 
activity throughout the Middle 
Ages and into the Renaissance. 
However, for all that horror, the 
city still managed to be a vibrant, 
bawdy, and consummate artistic 
center. Wallace’s play will be worth 
catching to learn something about 
how to let life and living take 
center stage in the face of grave 
illness rather than let it define who 
you are with ‘terminal’ limitations. 
One has to wonder how, despite 
the plague outbreaks, London 
would always rise above the para- 
noia and carry on! 


ONE FLEA SPARE 
Through June 7 

Soap Factory, 

514 Second St. SE, Mpls. 
www.tempotickets.com 


Theater Coup d'Etat is staging 
Naomi Wallace’s One Flea Spare. 
Director James Napoleon Stone 
relates that it “uses the 1665 (bu- 
bonic) plague of London to serve 
as a backdrop for people stripped of 
all first-world amenities we use to 
define ourselves even today, such as 
wealth, class, and the power associ- 


THE THREE 


MUSKETEERS 
Through May 25 

Guthrie Theater 

818 So. 2nd St., Mpls. 
(612) 377-2224 
www.guthrietheater.org 


Walking Shadow Theatre Com- 
pany plays the Guthrie’s Dowling 
Studio again. Company Man John 
Heimbuch is a man with a great 
instinct for European cultural his- 
tory since the Renaissance, not to 
mention gender roles. He has re- 
imagined Alexandre Dumas’ classic 
novel, first serialized in 1844, for 
the stage. He shares, “When I 
began this adaptation of The Three 
Musketeers, I was surprised by the 
main characters’ cavalier approach 
to honor and privilege. Despite their 
heroic bravura, these nobly born 
men were opportunistic, deceitful, 
sexually duplicitous, gold-digging, 
and physically aggressive in order to 
achieve their aims. Naturally, they’re 
young. The musketeers are in their 
early 20s, and d’Artagnan only 
nineteen, so no wonder they act with 
the bold urgency of youth. But what 
I find most interesting is that their 
greatest threat doesn’t come from 
other men, but from an opportunis- 
tic woman. The musketeers! main 
adversary, Milady de Winter, is the 
protoypical femme fatale: danger- 
ous, intelligent, attractive, mysteri- 
ous, empowered. She represents a 
perfect mirror to their own question- 
able moral privilege." B 
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ADAM QUALLS 
A TWIN CITIES ACTOR MOVING UP 


rah Morreim 


In less than five years Adam Qualls has worked in some of the 
Twin Cities’ top theaters and with top directors. The résumé he has 
grown since he arrived could be the envy of any number of actors lo- 
cally and across the country. Of course, having a knack for comedy is 
almost a must for Twin Cities theater advancement. And that’s some- 
thing that the Millikin University (Decatur, Illinois) graduate defi- 
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nitely has. Qualls is also a natural for character roles and musicals. 
'That versatility has been serving him well, obviously, because not 
only did he act in every Children's Theatre Company production dur- 
ing the 2012-2013 season, but he also is presently in that theater's hit 
staging of the musical, Shrek. I recently asked him about his rather 


swift ascent. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 26 
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Children’s Theatre Company Й 
2400 3rd Ave. S., Minneapolis 
For tickets, call 612-874-0400 or visit 
www.childrenstheatre.org 
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Enjoy 25% off Special Lavender Savings! SWIM & SURF COMPANY 
Promo Code Word: “DONKEY” 


229 Water Street | Excelsior, MN 55331 | 952.923.2464 Wwww.bigislandswimandsurf.com 


7-* Twin Cities ( 
* Gay Men’s Cho: emen of OutLoud! present 


C 
C RIDAY «SATURDAY 
co EXE 30-31 • 8PM 


shae YOU BEEN NAUGHTY OR NICE? YOU WON'T WANT TO MISS THE GOOD OL’ BOYS 
OF OUTLOUD! MISBEHAVIN’... IT'LL BE A DEVILISHLY GOOD TIME. 


m Е Rm: 
General Admission: $29 cabaret tables for Saturday night are sold out. 


Tickets available online at: WWW.RITZ-THEATER.ORG or call the box office at: 612-436-1129 
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INTERVIEW WITH ADAM QUALLS 


JT: You’re from St. Louis? What brought you to the Twin 
Cities? 


AQ: Yes, a small town outside St. Louis. In 2009, a year after grad- 
uating college, I came up here to work for CLIMB, a company that 
does educational plays at schools all over the upper Midwest. I had 
an apartment in downtown St. Paul, but since we were always on the 
road, I only saw it on the weekends. After that job ended, I found the 
Twin Cities so ripe with opportunity for artists like me that I decided 
to give it a try. My first gig was Bye Bye Liver: The Twin Cities Drink- 
ing Play, and that was in the summer of 2010. 


JT: What have you liked about Twin Cities life? 


AQ: People here are smart. And they don’t mess around in the 
summertime: it’s a three-month block party. 


JT: You’ve made quite a mark in a short time and have 
been directed by top directors: Marion McClinton, Joe Chvala, 
Peter Rothstein, Peter Brosius, Joel Sass, and John Cranney. 
And you’ve done roles in theaters known for their musicals: 
Bloomington Civic, Theater Latté Da’s Cabaret, and now—yet 
again—you're at Children's Theatre. Pretty impressive creden- 
tials to add to your résumé. How did this come about? 


AQ: Seriously, though: when you put all those names down to- 
gether like that, even I stop and say “Wow!” Of course there are days 
when I focus more on all I haven't done and all the people I haven't 
worked with, but I’m really very lucky to have worked as much as I 
have in four years. And that's the short answer to your question, I 
guess: luck. A cop-out answer, maybe? I also work hard, but so does 
everyone else in this community. I'm genuinely surprised every time 
I get a job, and that's probably a better state of mind than feeling 
entitled to everything. 


JT: Can you tell me about some of the directors you've 
worked with and what you learned from them? 


AQ: I could write a book of things I've learned from directors, but 
ГІ mention a couple: Brosius, for instance, pushes you. He demands 
excellence. From him I’ve learned never to stop coming up with new 
ideas and committing to them 150 percent. On the other hand, Roth- 
stein really knows what he wants from the start, he's very specific. 
He's also pretty much always the smartest guy in the room, showing 
us all that, yes, something as small as turning one's head on one line 
as opposed to the next really can clarify the storytelling. 


JT: What character do you play in Shrek and what did you 
do to prepare for the role? 


AQ: I play Lord Farquaad, the villain! Rothstein last cast me as a 
Nazi, so that prepared me a little for Farquaad's hatred of non-confor- 
mity, which might be projected self-hatred (not to get too Freudian). 
But I feel like my lifelong love of old-school camp humor prepared 
me the most for this role. The biggest validation of that during the 
rehearsal process came from the costume designer, Rich Hamson: 
at one point, he told me he half-expected Farquaad to say, “Butchya 
ARE, Shrek, ya ARE in that chair" (а-а Bette Davis to Joan Crawford 
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А small—but mighty funny—Adam Qualls as Lord Farquaad. Photo by Dan Norman 


in What Ever Happened to Baby Jane?). I was flattered by the compari- 
son, but even more flattered that he knew I'd get the reference. 


JT: Do you plan to stay in the Twin Cities? 


AQ: As far as I’m concerned, I’m still just getting started in the 
Twin Cities, and have more ahead of me than behind. This isn't a city 
of gypsies like NYC, so sometimes I do feel a little left out having no 
roots here. But that just means I've got to create some. ш 


SHREK THE MUSICAL 
Through June 15 

Children's Theatre Company 
2400 Third Av. So., Mpls. 
(612) 874-0400 
www.childrenstheatre.org 


CLOUTIER LAW OFFICES вл. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 


OVER 25 YEARS OF LEGAL EXPERIENCE. 


* Family/Divorce/Custody * Injuries/Auto Accidents 


* Second/Step Parent Adoption e Wills & Trusts 

* Domestic Partnerships/Dissolution • Probate 

* Prenuptial Agreements * Business Law 

* Sperm/Egg Donor Agreements * Employment Law 
* Gay Marriage Advice * Bankruptcy 


612.332.5100 


www.cloutier-law.com 
12 S. 6th St, Suite 225, Minneapolis, МІХ 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 
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SOMETIMES LOVE TAKES A LITTLE TIME 


From JC Calciano, the creator of IS IT JUST ME? eCUPID, AND STEAM ROOM STORIES 


Anew romantic comedy about two best friends who make a pact 
to be together if they are both still single in ten years time. 


www.lüyearplanmovie.com 


Doors open: 6:45pm e Movie: 7:30pm 


3951 Central Ave. NE e Columbia Heights 
(Atthe border of Northeast Minneapolis and Columbia Heights) 


$10 Advance e $15 at the door (based on availability) 
Ticket stub gets you 2 for 1 at Dairy Queen next to theatre 
Purchase tickets at www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


Minneapolis 
Movie Bears 


ja Фі 


Ticket sales benefit: 3 | 


Sponsored by: Roya Moltaji MetLife 
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OUT TWIN CITIES FILM FESTIVAL 
AT MALL OF AMERICA 


BY JOHN TOWNSEND 


Photo courtesy of Out Twin Cities Film Festival 


Theatres at Mall of America will host this year's Out Twin Cities Film Fes- 
tival. It's a nice fit given that MOA is a crossroads of all kinds of travelers from 
all ends of the earth. And OTCFF has a range of fascinating films from different 
parts of the planet. Festival Director Chris Durant has a reason to crow because 
in five short years the festival has screened over a thousand films, held loads 
of post-show discussions and interviews, is a five-day international event, and of 
course, the world's most famous mall is certainly something to write home about. 
Drive, bus, or take the light rail. What a perfectly cosmo destination to see queer 
cinema! 
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The fest's Opening Night is Wednesday, June 4, with the small town coming 
of age story, American Vagabond, made by talents from both the US and Fin- 
land. The documentary, The Rugby Player, is about the lives of Mark Bingham, 
a passenger on United Flight 93 of 9/11 infamy and his mother, Alice Hoagland, 
a former United flight attendant. The evening ends with The Little House That 
Could, a documentary about Emmy-winning stylist, Patricia Field (Sex and the 
City), who has spent decades in outreach to transsexuals, drag queens, ostra- 
cized small town GLBT folk, queer youth, and butch lesbians. The House of 
Field is shown to be a innovative force in the music and fashion scene. The 


Little House That Could's Toronto director, Mars Roberge, is the center of a 
post-screening discussion. 

On Thursday, June 5, experience a cross-cultural feast for the mind. In Ken- 
tucky a transgender girl, her best friend since childhood, and a beautiful young 
debutante intertwine in Boy Meets Girl. Drunktown's Finest examines the Na- 
vajo nation in New Mexico from a uniquely queer perspective. In Kuma Hina, 
Pacific Islander culture is at odds with Western culture, seen through the eyes 
of a mahu (a transgender woman). 

Friday, June 6, is the night for festivalgoers to howl! The evening is titled 'Pro- 


vacateur Section! and pushes the erotic and genderbending envelope. Think of it 
as a night for transgression. When you think of community theater you may think 
of Barefoot in the Park or Guys and Dolls. But in Birmingham, Alabama, an ama- 
teur troupe created an original drag musical titles Skanks in a One Horse Town. 
In a town where football and Jesus consume the lion's share of interest and ob- 
session, committed thespians countered that in 2012. Skanks, directed by David 
McMahon, reports on that. In Power Erotic, documentarian Lawrence Ferrara 
explores the power of masculinity in relation to dominance and human sexuality. 
Gay perspectives and fantasies, conversations about powerful sexual experiences, 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 30 
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and gay childhood are part of this film's fascinating mix. Todd Lillethun's short 
film Safe Word will be shown with it. And you can imagine what that's about. Fer- 
rera will speak at a live Q & A afterwards. 

Not to be outdone, Folsom Forever looks behind the scenes and under the 
sequins of San Francisco's rebelliously kinky street festival. Director Mike Skiff 
will take questions afterward. It's accompanied by the short film, Narcissist. 

Saturday, June 7, is a big day with a presentation of short films. There's also 
The New Black, Yoruba Richen's documentary about divisions among African 
Americans regarding the marriage equality issue. Germany's iconic Monika 
Treut has directed Of Girls and Horses in which a teenaged girl and a horse- 
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MOTONI 


CECI CHUH VANIDA KARUN 


ALISSA WILMS 


ELLEN GRELL 


loving lesbian in her 30s form a special bond. If you love dance, then check out 
Five Dances about five dancers dealing with the New York dance scene, directed 
by Alan Brown. 

A highlight of OTCFF is certainly To Be Takei, a documentary about actor 
George Takei who came out in his 60s and married husband Brad in his 70s. 
You'll remember Takei from Star Trek. It was a series that reshaped how many of 
us see life and the universe. And Takei is a man who reshaped how countless peo- 
ple have looked at race and homosexuality, particularly through high-profile activ- 
ity on Facebook. And that master of zany gay prettyboy comedies, JC Calciano, 
gives us The 10 Year Plan, that has two gay pals with opposite tastes in men but a 


backup plan with each other. The vibrant Calciano will field questions afterwards. 

Sunday, June 8, serves up lots of food for thought, especially when it comes 
to young GLBT people. From Germany, Silent Youth looks at coming out and 
navigating new relationships, feelings, and experiences. Two local progressive 
churches—Westminster Presbyterian and Grace-Trinity Community—steer a 
panel discussion after the screening of Kidnapped for Christ. A chilling behavior 
modification program that abducted American teens and forced them to attend 
an ex-gay school in the Dominican Republic is put under the microscope. The 
Queer Media Project will present family-friendly shorts. There will be more gen- 
eral queer shorts as well. John Apple Jack muses on the issue of commitment and 


gay men over time. Such Good People is a contemporary screwball comedy about 
the illusions of the American Dream, which not-so-oddly enough, many GLBT 
people want their share of. 


OUT TWIN CITIES FILM FESTIVAL 
June 4-8 

Theatres at Mall of America 
www.brownpapertickets.com 
www.otcff.org 
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SUMMER OF PRIDE 


2014 


BY SHANE LUECK 


[pj 
10TH ANNUAL SUMMER OF PRIDE KICKOFF PARTY 
J 5 
530- 8:00 PM 
Solera 


900 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 

It's a Star Spangled Summer, and you can start it off with a bang by enjoying 
complimentary hors d'oeuvres, wine and cocktail sampling, drink specials, and 
registering to win great prizes. Visit booths from HRC Twin Cities, Minneapolis 
Movie Bears, OutFront Minnesota, TCGMC, Twin Cities Pride, Prime Timers 
MSP, Twin Cities Quorum, North Country Bears, Red Ribbon Ride, Aliveness 
Project, and other local non-profit events to find out the great events going on 
this Pride and over the summer. 
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* * k LAVENDER'S 


*‹ AT THE MOVIES 


PRESENTS 


10 YEAR PLAN 


SOMETIMES LOVE TAKES A LITTLE TIME 


LAVENDER’S OUT AT THE MOVIES 

June 17 

Doors: 6:45 PM е Movie 7:30 PM 

Heights Theatre 

3951 Central Ave. NE, Columbia Heights 

“The 10 Year Plan” - Sometimes love takes a little time! Join Lavender and the 
Minneapolis Movie Bears to enjoy this new romantic comedy about two best 
friends who make a pact to be together if they are both still single in ten years’ 
time. Come join in what has become a fun-filled tradition for movie lovers in the 
GLBT community. 


CONTINUED ON РАСЕ 36 => 


PRIDE 
INSTITUTE 


Creating a Healthy LGBT Community 


** Melissa Houghtaling | 


One Treatment Center 
Does Not Fit All 


y 


If you or a loved one is struggling with addiction, 


we're here to help. HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


* Drug & Alcohol Abuse p 3 
Representing the legal needs of ALL Minnesotans 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Real Estate, Criminal Defense, 
Civil Litigation, Business Transactions, Domestic Partnerships, 
Wills and Powers of Attorney, Professional Licensing and Discipline, and Mediation. 


* Specializing in Crystal Meth and Sexual Compulsivity 


* Residential & Intensive Outpatient Programs 


: Е ae : 
Exclusively providing the LGBT community a comfortable, safe "Certified Criminal Law Specialist 
alternative to traditional treatment programs for over 27 years. **Rule 114 Civil and Family Law Mediator 


Brighten your future - contact us today. 


И 413 Wacouta St., Suite 4: Paul * (651) 330-8508 
800-934-7554 / 952-934-7554 * www.pride-institute.com - = 


DATE NIGHT FREE 
Every Thursday after 6pm 


Share Appetizer 
2 Entrees or Any Pizza 
Bottle of Wine 53500 


LAVENDER 


Like us on й 


facebook. 


For a location near you visit: mistercarwash.com f CAR WASH & LUBE CENTERS 
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Q Quorum Section 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


QUORUM 


Empowering GLBTA businesses to 
connect, build and strengthen community. 


QUORUM SECTION 


ADVERTORIAL 


Quorum is the Twin Cities GLBT & Allied 
Chamber of Commerce. Quorum champions 
the business case for a fully inclusive 
community as a conduit for economic 
development and a leader in the continuum 

of change. Quorum is an affiliate for the 
National Gay & Lesbian Chamber of commerce 
(NGLCC) in Washington D.C. 


Quorum’s 2014 COMMUNITY 
LEADERSHIP AWARDS 

Always a very special night for Twin Cities 
Quorum, this year is no exception. Hosted by 
our former Executive Director - Sam McClure 
- we honored the following exceptional people 
and organizations in our community. 


Quorum BUSINESS OF THE YEAR - THE 
BARTMANN GROUP 

The Bartmann Group consists of GiGi's, Bryant 
Lake Bowl, Bread and Pickle, Pat's Tap, Red 
Stag Supper Club, Barbette & The Tiny Diner. 
These restaurants have long been known for 
their dedication to the LGBT community and 


Twin Cities LGBT + Allied Business Community 


the community at large. The Bartmann Group 
contributes to the community in ways that are 
sustainable, supporting local non-profits and 
small businesses alike, all while keeping the 
theme of inclusion and welcoming everyone. 


Quorum NON-PROFIT OF THE YEAR — 
RECLAIM - JANET BYSTROM 

When faced with the closure of Face to Face 
due to budget cuts and the loss of a physical 
space of District 202 in 2009, Janet led a strong 
group of passionate volunteers & spearheaded 
a grassroots fund raising drive to ensure 
something would be there to support the clients 
she had been serving. That ‘something’ was 
Reclaim! Reclaim has now just celebrated their 
5 year anniversary and is clearly here to stay to 
serve our LGBTQ youth. 


Quorum BUSINESS LEADER OF THE 
YEAR - RICHARD ROSS HEROD III - WHITE 
BEAR MITSUBISHI 

Along with the efforts of so many, Richard 
helped defeat the anti- marriage amendment 
and founds ways to get the message out that 
were unique to him — notably with his Vote 

No car warp campaign. He also continues to 
find ways to better the community at large by 
using his business as a vehicle to promote 
fundraisers and awareness to events and 
causes. Richard communicates passionately to 
both the deaf and hearing population. 


Quorum INCLUSION LEADER OF 

THE YEAR - MARCUS WATERBURY OF 
MORGAN STANLEY 

Marcus is a quiet leader who leads by example 
using courage and honesty. Before and after 
his transition while working for a Fortune 500 
Company, Marcus has worked hard to bring 
awareness to LGTB issues. In 2013, as a 
board member of the National Center for 
Transgender Equality he was invited to the 
White House. He is always willing to share 
his story and experience to help overcome 
fear and discrimination in the workplace and 
community. 


Quorum LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT 
AWARD - BARBARA SATIN 

Barbara Satin is an inspiration to all. She 
works tirelessly, and seemingly effortlessly to 
be a voice and an advocate - particularly for 
transgender people and aging issues. Last 
year, Barbara's brainchild and labor of love - 
Spirit on Lake Apartments opened. Spirit on 
Lake is a senior living complex geared to the 
GLBTA community. The first of its kind in the 
Twin Cities, and only the second one in the US, 
it is considered to be a model for the rest of the 
country. 


Quorum thanks its event sponsor 


Morgan Stanley 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY АТ. LAW 


Over 20 Years Eperera in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. 


“ Minneapolis * (612) 822-0865 


www.jerryaburg.com 
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Tune into Stephanie Miller 
Wednesdays from 8:00 — 11:00a.m. 
for 


(| asas 
Voip? 
OF MINNESOTA 


Tune in or listen online 
at www.AM950radio.com 


QUORUM Twin Cities LGBT + Allied Business Community 


Lav. fash” | STAND 


justin jones | brandon mccray ) 
a quarterly style column 
Tar JEN TEIG GIVING YOUR BRAND A VOICE 


fg FARMERS | can mkae eevn 
the msot dffiuclt 
Igeal Inggauae 
vrey easy to 
understand. 
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Quorum's 20 
Busir of the Year. 


Wills & Trusts e Small Business Law 
Domestic Partnerships e Adoptions 
Amy Johnson, Esq. 


Advising individuals and businesses as they age and grow. 
Photo by Serah Sauser Johnson Law * 612.377.3777 є www.johnsonlawonline.com 


REMIX 


(249; қз 1 Results 
| i PON. сета aeaa 


| If this doesn't scare you away from Kay T. Johnson 
marriage, let us help file your joint 
tax returns! 


$50 joint return reviews 
We'll show you what your 2012 returns would 
have looked like if you filed jointly. 


Roya Moltaji, CFP*, СҺЕС®, CASL™ 


Financial Planner, Financial Services Representative 
Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor™ designation 


| 1 - \ 2013 Quorum Business Leader of the Year 
| ү 3 | 301 Carlson Parkway, Suite 300 


Minnetonka, MN 55305 


шоо"шгиопрвәцош мұ MMM 


Professionals | N rmoltaji@metlife.com 
` www financialstrategies.metlife.com 


з Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 
4500 Park Glen Road, Suite 425 y y "а 
: 1 еше - 'orporate Equality Index score consecutive ОЙ 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 ee ҚА 

10036. Securities products and investment advisory services offered "Lp 


p 612-822-7177 f 612-822-2163 by MetLife Securities Inc. (MSI) (member FINRA/SIPC) a registered 
RORTax.com 42 1031 4364644[exp0315]IMN] MetLife 


investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. 
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SUMMER OF PRIDE 


2014 


LAVENDER'S 


PRIDE 
Thursi 


LAVENDER'S PRIDE THURSDAY 

June 26 

5:30 - 8:00 PM 

Orchestra Hall 

1111 Nicollet Mall, Minneapolis 

Kick off the Twin Cities Pride Weekend with the Twin Cities' biggest happy 
hour event, followed by a performance by comedienne Margaret Cho. Stop by 
for a FREE Lavender Pride Thursday Happy Hour featuring complimentary 
hors d'oeuvres, wine and cocktail sampling, drink specials, and the chance 
to register to win great prizes. Afterward, enjoy an evening of comedy by the 
incomparable Margaret Cho. Purchase tickets for the Margaret Cho perfor- 
mance at www.tcpride.org. 
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LAVENDER'S OUT IN THE STANDS 

August 15 

7:10 PM 

Pre-game Happy Hour: 

Mason's Restaurant & Barre 

528 Hennepin Ave., Minneapolis 

OUT in the Stands, one of our most popular events, is back for 2014! Hang 

out with a few hundred of your old and new friends, and enjoy an evening 
under the stars as the Minnesota Twins take on one of their division rivals, the 
Kansas City Royals. Remember to wear your favorite white shirt so the OUT in 
the Stands crowd really stands out. As if enjoying the eye candy at Target Field 
were not enough, stay after the game for a special fireworks display. Sorry, but 
post game tour of the Twins locker room is not included. Order tickets through 
the Minneapolis Movie Bears at www.minneapolismoviebears.com. і 


ou ONT “% 


MOSCOW ON THE HILL 


RUSSIAN RESTAURANT AND VODKA BAR 


more reasons to love us... 


Weekday Breakfast 
& Late Night ан 


371 SELBY AVE. * SAINT PAUL 
(651) 291-1236 • MOSCOWONTHEHILL.COM 


| 1 ьо з Eus n З ж 
3800 Nicollet Ave * 612.823.4790 BANQUETS е SECLUDED PATIO * LUNCH & DINNER 


WEDDINGS е EXTENSIVE VODKA MENU е CATERING 


ES ӨШ PW = ш шш © | 


WE DO BF | ЕР. 
PET ре У Lunchtime Delivery Everymhere 
В | | Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 


Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice A ЖЕҢ LAS 


2 


Ө; 


651 South Cleveland, St. Paul е 651.698.0334 fax: 651.699.2303 


masons masons — ИИ Ч ІШІШЕШ ш 
Masons Masöns ОС pring 


SERVING BREAKFAST 


ALL DAY! 
EVERY DAY! 


$3-$11 
MASONS MASONS 


MASONS 


“Hey Lonesome” 
Performs Live! 


masonsmn.com- , 612.516.3344 
528 Hennepin: Ave 5 (єбіН Street) 


ASONS ASONS 


RESTAURANT вами, RESTAURANT i BARRE 


Our Emcee Bluegrass 
Edward Moody y 


інв 10* Annual 
ПАЮ East Central MIN 


p Special 
S| ETHE NE к= Performance 
І<БИЕЕЕ | | by 
Е. 1 
sé CEN Е-%ЕЖ v Тріз асійу із fundedithroughaagrantfrom East Central Regional Arts Council hroughian 
cies’ ache - і WCCO), appropriation fi ramie Minnesota State Legislature: yh money fromthe State's “general fund Esera Tuaolo 
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Psycho Suzi's. Photo by Hubert Bonnet 


TASTE BUDS WITH PAT EVANS: PAT ASKS 
WHERE'S YOUR FAVORITE PATIO? 


BY PAT EVANS 


PSYCHO SUZI'S 
MOTOR LOUNGE 
Pat's Pick 


For more than 10 years, this Nordeast ; 


institution has saved many of us 
from going over the edge after a long 
winter. I like to think of Suzi’s as tiki 
kitsch therapy. Sitting outside on the 
expansive riverfront patio with its 
great views of the Mississippi on a 
warm day or night never fails to re- 
store me. While sipping on one of the 
hilariously named tropical drinks, (I 
particularly enjoy the Psycho Zombie) 
the deeper meaning of life can be 
explored with friends...or not. Fresh 
pizzas, sandwiches, apps, and salads 
are tasty and reasonably priced. 


1960 Marshall St. Northeast 
Minneapolis 55418 
www.psychosuzis.com 
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' Aster Café. Photo by Mike Hnida 


_ ASTER CAFE 
i| Beth Dooley, Wilderness Inquiry guide, 


: foodie, cookbook author, and blogger 


My favorite place to dine outside 
is Aster Cafe in St. Anthony Main, 


| at sunset just as the lights begin to 
| come on across the river, its roar faint 


background to the bustle of bikes and 


: strollers on a soft summer's night. The 
i food is simple, fresh and easy. We often 
| bike there on the Greenway, the thrill 

: of whizzing along the River path makes 
: me feel like a kid, especially the ride 


home, through the moist gentle night 


} air with stars peppering the velvety sky. 


125 SE Main St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 


| www.astercafe.com 


: THE GREEN ROOM 
; Lee Valsvik, KOOL108 and KAREI1 


; It’s only the second full summer for 

i the rooftop patio at The Green Room 

ї in downtown Stillwater (of course!). It's 
7 small, but that’s what makes it so good. 
: The view overlooks the St. Croix River 

| and the Stillwater Lift Bridge. The food 
} is tremendous and co-owner and chef 

: Christopher Durant loves using local 

; sustainable foods. This Spring, he'll use 
: ramps, morels, fiddleheads, etc., and 

: Ican't wait. There аге a lot of exciting 

| things happening in Stillwater. A new 

: bridge in 2016 is going to bring changes | 
: to downtown. One of the coolest B 
: proposals is turning the two blocks of 
: Chestnut Street in front of the lift bridge : 
} into a pedestrian plaza. When this is 

: all happening, ПІ be on the roof of The 

i Green Room with a glass of wine taking 
: itallin. 


| : Can you tell I'm on the board of ће 
i | Stillwater Area Foundation promoting 
; it all? Exciting stuff. 


| 215 Main St. S. 
* | Stillwater, MN 55082 


www.tgrstillwater.com 


| PARADISE LANDING 
: Frank Vascellaro, WCCO-TV 


: Most of our summer is spent at our 

: cabin in western Wisconsin. There's 

| a great outdoor place on Balsam Lake 
: called Paradise Landing that we like 

: to visit. It has a huge and lovely 

: outdoor space. The patio overlook- 

; ing the lake has a fire pit, plenty 

: of seating and a grassy area where 

: antsy kids can run around. Sit back 

: in the sun, enjoy some good food and 
i drinks and watch the boats float by. 

: It’s a perfect combination of the water 


and great north woods. 


| 264 Country Road | 
: Balsam Lake, WI 54810 
; www.paradiselandingwi.com 


2, Minneapolis 
p, Movie Bears 


invite you to 


Г Brunch Bunch 


$ ‚О isa 
fun way explore the 
Twin Cities brunch scene 
. and enjoy a delicious 
.. meal while having great 
conversation with a bunch 
of your new best friends. 


Sunday, June 1 * 10am 


Wilde Roast Café 
65 Main St. SE - Minneapolis 


зуегадез and menu items are 
able for individual purchase. 


REGISTER TO WIN 
Restaurant Gift Certificates 
Free brunch at the next 
Brunch Brigade gathering 


OIN THE BRIGADE 
is limited so reserve your 
ore the event sells out. 


UNBEATABLE 
PRICES 


UNPARALLELED 
SERVICE 


UNBELIEVABLE 
SELECTION 


THAT'S THE 
LIQUOR BOY WAY 


LIQUOR BOY 


ACROSS FROM THE WEST END 
NEXT TO COSTCO & HOME DEPOT 


5620 CEDAR LAKE ROAD • ST. LOUIS PARK 
952-512-2200 е LIQUOR-BOY.COM 


Hennepin Є West 26th Minneapolis 612.874.0481 Selby € Dale Saint Paul 651.221.9140 


СА А А ЧР DA ACA A A А A 4 


Bielenberg € Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 Grand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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19 Ваг 

19 W. 15th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 871-5553 
www.facebook.com/The19Bar 


Blackbird Cafe 

3800 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 
(612) 823-4790 
www.blackbirdmpls.com 


BoneYard Kitchen & Bar 
2841 Hennepin Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 
(612) 455-6688 
www.boneyarduptown.com 


Citizen Cafe 

2403 38th St. E. 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 
(612) 729-1122 
www.citizen-cafe.com 


CRAVE 

825 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(612) 332-1133 
www.craveminneapolis.com 


Element Wood Fire Pizza 
96 Broadway St. NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 
(612) 379-3028 
www.elementpizza.com 


Gay 90’s " 

408 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 333-7755 
www.gay90s.com 


Jakeeno's Pizza & Pasta 
3555 Chicago Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 | 
(612) 825-6827 
www.jakeenos.com 


Loring Kitchen & Bar 
1359 Willow St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 843-0400 
www.loringkitchen.com 


Mason's 

528 Hennepin Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55402 
(612) 516-3344 
www.masonsmn.com 


Mosaic Café 

3019 Minnehaha Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55406 
(612) 746-1504 
www.mosaiccafemn.com 


Nico's Taco & Tequila Bar 
2516 Hennepin Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55405 
(612) 345-7688 
www.nicostacobar.com 


Northbound Smokehouse Brewpub 
2724 E. 38th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55406 

(612) 328-1450 
www.northboundbrewpub.com 


Toast Wine Bar & Café 

415 М. 151 St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55401 
(612) 333-4305 
www.toastwinebarandcafe.com 


The Union Rooftop 

731 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55403 
(612) 455-6690 
www.unionrooftop.com 


Urban Eatery 

2730 W. Lake St. 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
(612) 920-5000 
www.myurbaneatery.com 


Wilde Roast Café 

65 Main St. SE 
Minneapolis, MN 55414 
(612) 331-4544 
www.wilderoastcafe.com 


e. Paul 


Burger Moe's 

242 W. 7th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 222-3100 
www.burgermoes.com 


Minnesota Music Cafe 

449 Payne Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55130 

(651) 776-4699 
www.minnesotamusiccafe.com 


Moscow on the Hill 

371 Selby Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
(651) 291-1236 
www.moscowonthehill.com 


The Happy Gnome 

498 Selby Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 
(612) 287-2018 
www.thehappygnome.com 


Suburbs 


BLVD Kitchen & Bar 
11544 Wayzata Rd. 
Minnetonka, MN 55305 
(763) 398-3200 
www.blvdkitchen.com 


CRAVE 

3520 W. 70th St. 
Edina, MN 55435 
(952) 697-6000 
www.cravegalleria.com 


CRAVE 

1603 West End Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
(952) 933-6500 
www.cravewestend.com 


Figlio 

5331 W. 16th St. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 
(952) 345-2400 
www.figlio.com 


SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESS pi 


SERVING 
BEER & 
WINE 


499 Payne Ave. * St. Paul 
Railroad Island District 


EE 
ИШ 

Hiit 
ШИ 


ER 


з zh th -А 


PATIO SEASON 
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ARRIVE 


JA figli СҚА 

d \/ 
ай figlio 

P restaurant & bar FRESH * VIBRANT * AMERICAN 


LO R | NG Ьо Мо EATERY U NI ON 


KITCHEN ВАК ID 


www.LoRiNGKiTCHEN.COM 


[612] 843 одоо * 1 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 
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2752 OUT IN THE FOOD TRUCKS 


BY JOY SUMMERS 


Nobile CIT (JC has fast gone from trend to full-on movement. Gazing 
down over Marquette Avenue from the above skyway, it's a beautiful sea of 
colorful trucks serving a vast variety of cuisines. It all began not long ago 
with the arrival of a trailer run by two accomplished chefs, who are partners 
in every sense of the word. As this summer heats up, we chatted with them, 
along with several other chefs and business owners, who are 
out and proud on the city streets. 


CHEF SHACK 

Carrie Summer and Lisa 
Carlson met at a job interview. 
Carlson was in need of a sous chef 
and they clicked instantly. As their 
relationship blossomed, they found 
a shared dream in running a mobile 
food business even as both of their 
culinary stars continued to shine at 
other critically lauded restaurants. 
What began with a small trailer they 
called the Chef Shack at the Mill 
City Farmer's Market has become a 
fleet of trucks and two restaurants: 
one amongst the beautiful vistas in 
Bay City, Wisconsin, and the new 


Chef Shack Ranch in Minneapolis’ 


| Seward neighborhood. 


^We weren't ready for a res- 


: taurant," Summer said. “We were 
: well-paid chefs for other people. 


Three years into the business, we 


: still worked in other endeavors 


full time because the trucks are so 


: seasonal.” What they did with their 


valuable off-time was travel, which 
is where they were inspired by 


: the street food they found, like the 
} exotic aromas of Indian spices or 


the comforting adobo of Indonesia. 


: Their goal was to make delicious 
i food more accessible and remove 


r and Lisa Carlson of Chef S 


pretense from great dining. 
While they were early, they 


: may not have technically been the 

: first truck on the scene. “I think our 
: Ethiopian friends of the She Royal 

| trucks might have actually filed the 
: license first," Summer corrected 

: me. They have established them- 

: selves as leaders in the movement, 

: even inviting potential food truck 

: business owners to stage with them. 
: Culinary dreamers have come from 
| as far as New York City and Califor- 
| nia to see if they have the stomach 

: for this challenging business. Not 

: only are our trucks hampered by a 


E 


: Janene Holig of Hot Indian Foods. 
: Photo by Katrina Ecklund 


: ridiculously short season, but there 
: are always bumps to avoid with a 

: new business. “It’s all hands and el- 
i bows inside the truck.” Some of the 
7 useful tips are simple, like making 

: sure you have a full propane or gas 
: tank, to more truck-specific tips like 
: tying down your condiments before 
: getting on the freeway or battening 
i down your service window so it 

| doesn’t get taken off while driving 

: under a bridge. 


In addition to balancing the 


: demands of the business, the duo 

} do what they can to make certain to 
} leave work at the door when they 

: are at home. “Travel helps,” said 

; Summer. "It's magical.” They also 

i know their jobs. “At work, she's 

* Chef Carlson and I'm her sous. We 

} all report to her. Someone has to 

: be the boss." Meanwhile, Summer 

: handles the private bookings (all 

} of their trucks are available for 

: catering events) and marketing, like 
| dealing with pesky food writers with 
} the utmost grace. "It's a challenging 
i business in a challenging industry 

© to bea woman, but we do this 

: because we love it. We're blessed to 
: feed people." 


НЕН 
HOT INDIAN FOOD TRUCK 


One of the newer trucks is 


| the tangerine colored Hot Indian 
: Food Truck where Chef Janene 
| Holig serves up Indoritos or their 
` Charlie Award-winning fries spiced 
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Concept to clean up, we apply everything we know about preparing and serving 2 E in a Histori c Barn ы у 
award-winning food to make your event a success. Looking for something а little : N | ! 
different? Just ask. We specialize in special requests. For groups of all sizes, 
Crests beautiful memories in this 
lovingly restored historic barn 
amongst crystal and candlelight 


Green Mill Catering caters to your every need. 


14150 Pioneer Trail chandeliers, antique jukeboxes, 
Eden Prairie an extravagant Italian fountain, 
Schedule a visit: old fashioned player pianos and 


952-942-5220 
GreenAcresEventCenter.com 


artwork. The character and charm 
is complemented with modern 


56... conveniences making it perfect for 
Award-winning food Бу = events all year round. 
Contact us at 651-203-3100 or catering@greenmill.com for more information. 


greenmillcatering.com f) 2 © 


ENDLESS FONDUE. 


SAY CHEESE, SAY CHOCOLATE, SAY UNCLE. 


JUNE 15 -19 
N The evening's four-course dinner includes your choice of 


cheese fondue, choice of salad, an endless fondue entrée 
PER PERSON and your choice of chocolate fondue 


The Qe Ss 


Meliing | Dot. 


[^] fondue resta restaurant 


тое; 


Two Happy Hours 


7 days a week! 
3-6pm and 9pm-1am 
$1 Off All Bottled Beer & Cocktails 
$5 Off All Buckets O' Beer 
$2 Off All Burgers After 9pm | 
Enjoy $3 Martinis During Happy Hour ` 
on Monday & Tuesdays! 1 - h ы 
**Not applicable during Xcel Energy Center events E Y 

Уча ч- б 
Ghose to the cal Enangy Cantar & The Oxunay y WWW burgermoes.cont 

гаете EsainteaulsiViNjoo102)| 6517222131002 
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Tamara Brown of Sassy Spoon. Photo courtesy of Tamara Brown 


with a heady mix of aromatics, 
herbs, and spices. “Seasonings are 
meant to be intensified in the cook- 
ing process,” she told me. She was 
lured into the truck by the passion 
of truck owner Amol Dixit and 

the promise of the open road. She 
thrives on the challenge and sponta- 
neity of the business that has them 
rolling through all sorts of locations 
from downtown Minneapolis and 
now into their new stall inside the 
Midtown Global Market. 

Hot Indian will be taking over 
the former Left Handed Cook space 
and is looking to open any day now. 
This will cap a busy year for Holig 
who is just settling into married 
life, which she swears was only 
coincidentally planned around food 
truck season. “My wife is extremely 
supportive and exciting. She made 
the complex timing of both pretty 
easy for me.” 

Since their debut on the streets 
Hot Indian has been drawing 
crowds, praise, and fans. Pinning 
down the best moment inside 
the truck, though, is hard to say. 
“Opening night at Harriet Brewing, 


bouncing the truck all the way 
across Loring Park for PRIDE Beer 
Dabbler, serving outside City Hall 
for the Freedom to Marry first 
weddings, betting the ponies at Can- 
terbury, crashing Vikings training 
camp, attending the Charlie’s, but 


Jean Hutar of Butcher Salt. Photo 
courtesy of Jean Hutar 


the best was the Bollywood flash 
mob that ‘mysteriously’ appeared 
behind our truck on Nicollet Mall 
for India’s Independence Day!” It’s 
been a whirlwind year. 


1 
BUTCHER SALT 


This season is only just begin- 


| ning and the newest truck on the 


scene is the flat black and white 
lettered Butcher Salt run by Jean 
Hutar. She was successfully over- 
seeing several Chipotle restaurants 


: when she decided to make the move 


to independent, mobile business. 
She was inspired by Hola Arepa to 
make the move: their incredible 


: food and infectious enthusiasm got 


her creative wheels turning. With 
the love and support of her partner 
Shari, she found a truck and got 

to work. Her truck serves several 


: sandwiches and sliders, their spe- 


cialty. "We're both workaholics," 
said Hutar. “We love what we do and 
when we get home at night we can't 


: wait to share it with each other.” 


An ambitious soul, she’s not the 


: sort of person to stand by the side- 


lines, but wants to jump in, lead, and 
create; but the biggest lesson she’s 


‚ faced so far this year is learning to 


trust those around her. “I can’t do 
it all,” she said. What has surprised 


: her most about the business is the 
: amount of love she’s received from 
: the other trucks. “Even though 


we're direct competition, they've 
helped me figure out licensing, 


: parking, permits.” 


ЕЕЕ 
SASSY SPOON 


Sassy Spoon’s Tamara Brown 


: is a big supporter of community, as a 


business owner and a chef. Her truck 
serves gluten-free dishes made with 


: locally sourced ingredients. She's 

: committed to whole food (in fact, 

} we shop at the same co-op) all year 
: round, even when she's not on the 


truck. Her holistic nutrition training 
and an independent spirit led her to 


j want to open her own business. The 
: truck was a perfect entry into feeding 


people the food she's so passionate 


: about. (Plus, those nutrient-dense 


vegetables and ethically raised meats 


| are awfully tasty). “This is one crazy 
: business! I have never experienced 


as much stress or anxiety as I have 
running this business. Food trucking 


: is really hard work! The irony of the 


situation is whether my ‘healthy’ truck is actu- 
ally creating ‘less health’ for my own body. On 
the other hand, I've become friends with some 
wonderful people in the truck world who provide 
amazing support, advice, and help." 


HOUSE OF HUNGER 

The theme of the support in the industry 
runs through to Wesley Kaake of House of 
Hunger who said he was surprised by the ca- 
maraderie and support of the other trucks. Al- 
though, they took a different path to food truck 
ownership, * We originally wanted to open a 
doughnut shop downtown Minneapolis next to 
CVS in Skyscape. By the time the financing fell 
through I had spent 9 months working on it, 
quit my job, cashed out my stock and 401 (k), 
and needed to do something fast. The city of 
Minneapolis kept mentioning food trucks to 
us when we would visit them while working on 
the doughnut shop and it didn't sink in until 
we knew the shop wasn't happening at that 
time." Now fans know they can count on Kaake 
and his team for hearty fare like deep-fried hot 
dogs, Philly cheesesteaks, and burgers. When 
the truck isn't out on the Minneapolis streets, 
they still manage to operate all year round with 
catering and events. Whenever they do have 
time, Kaake said they do fundraising for several 
nonprofits, although those that work with the 
GLBT community are closest to his heart. 


That is a part of what makes these trucks 
so awesome. It's not just seeing their bright 
colors and smelling the tantalizing dishes, it's 
the community they foster with each other and 
us, their eaters. If that isn't a beautiful dose of 
summer sunshine for the soul, I don't know 
what is. 


у Kaake, Esha Winfrey- 
Photo by Hubert Bonnet 
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Creating LIFESTYLE 


Building and Remodeling unique Twin Cities homes since 1977 


Photography by Troy Thies 
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KATHY GRIFFIN 


MORE THAN JUST JOKES 


BY SHANE LUECK 


As a GLBT-identified journalist, whenever any interview begins with “Con- 
gratulations on the marriage equality there in Minnesota!” you know it’s going 
to be great. This is precisely how Kathy Griffin greeted me as we began our 
conversation ripe with laughter. 

Griffin, who has long been involved in GLBT causes by attending rallies, 
speaking at Capitol Hill, and the like, has followed the struggle to gain marriage 
equality nationally. With nothing but kind words to say about Senator Al Franken 
and other parties who helped pass the legislation here in Minnesota, she says, 
“It’s so important for voters, especially the GLBT community, to know who is in 
their corner and who isn’t and why.” 

It could be wise to listen to her advice, as Griffin is the one who is quick to 
hold politicians accountable for their voting records—most notably, making it a 
point in the past to call out Michele Bachmann on her anti-gay stances. 

The two-time Emmy winner and recent Grammy winner (finally, after being 
nominated in the Best Comedy Album category six times over the years), is quick 
to threaten a phone call to Cher or Bette Midler in order to tattle on you if you 
don’t follow your local politics. The same threat was voiced against me when I was 
hesitant to answer when Minnesota is holding its primary elections. “Primaries 
are so important,” Griffin says. “Everyone thinks voting for President is the big 
one, but the primaries are the game changers.” 

As is typical of the name-dropping comedienne, it wasn’t long before Griffin 
seriously (yet coupled with a joke forcing me to promise not to judge her) voiced 
her support for Clay Aiken in his candidacy for a House seat in North Carolina’s 
second district. “I know I’ve given him s*** in my act in the past, but I absolutely 
support him,” she says. 

Her act, which is coming to Minnesota June 13, is breaking records. The icon- 
ic stand-up star has received a Guinness World Records certificate for hosting the 
most televised stand-up specials of any comedian, male or female. Her record- 
breaking special, aptly titled Record Breaker, was the twentieth of her career, and 
Griffin shows no signs of stopping. Her first stand-up special, HBO Comedy Half 
Hour aired on Oct. 18, 1996. Since then, she’s gone on to perform shows like Balls 
of Steel, 50 and Not Pregnant, and Calm Down Gurrl. 

With twenty television specials below her belt, Griffin has told her fair share 
of stories. Luckily for audiences, celebrities are constantly getting into new an- 
tics, which translates into new material for Griffin, most of which never makes it 
into her taped specials. “The stuff you're going to hear live is the stuff I can't say 
anywhere on television,” she says. “You have to come see me live." 

The stuff in question comes in many shapes and sizes. From performing on 
gay cruises (just ask her to share her knowledge about the “sex schedules” she 
finds on cabin doors) to her trademark celebrity-skewering, Griffin tells it like it 
is. Following some banter about the types of things which work themselves into 
her live show, Griffin questions, “Do you think Mystic Lake [Casino Hotel] can 
handle me? Can Mystic Lake handle what I'm bringing to Minnesota?" After jok- 
ing she might blow the roof off the Land of 10,000 Lakes, she adds, “Am I going 
to have to bring a canoe to paddle away from the ruined building?" 

Between fits of giggles, the self-proclaimed “D-lister” remarked on the ca- 
maraderie she feels with other female comedians, joking it is the “catty gay 
men" who like to pit women against one another. “We are in this together; I 
don't feel competitive with my female contemporaries,” she says. “One thing I 
know about the LGBTQIA2—yes, I know all of the letters and numbers—I think 
one thing that women need to learn from the gay community is women need to 


do a better job sticking together." 

Pausing to mention that she believes her audience in Minnesota won't be pri- 
marily gay men, she makes a promise to hilariously educate the audience on all of 
the letters (and number!) in LGBTQIA2. Having been involved with the commu- 
nity for decades, Griffin adds, *One thing I admire is the ability to stick together 
and actually accomplish things. Obviously there is fighting within the community 
(as in any community) but when it comes down to it the LGBT community does 
a great job of sticking together and I don't think women are quite there yet. I'm 
going to criticize hetero women for one second and say that sometimes hetero 
women get bogged down in competing, not having each other's back, and not 
getting along when the chips are down." 

As a woman who identifies as a feminist, Griffin says hearing people proclaim 
that sexism in the comedy industry doesn't exist makes her sick. Listing that 
almost all of the promoters, tour managers, and comedians are men, she says, 
“There is still a huge amount of sexism in stand-up comedy. If I’m doing morning 
radio, for example, they'll go ‘You’re kind of funny for a chick. Normally I don't 
think chicks are funny, but you're kind of funny. To which I respond—which is 
always a conversation ender— I always say ‘Really? Would you say to an African 
American person, ‘Normally I think you're lazy and shiftless, but you seem to 
work hard?’ And the conversation usually ends, but I’ve made my point." 

Griffin, who advocates for feeling comfortable in whatever skin you're in, has 
been vocal about being pressured into a nose job at age 26 and her liposuction 
gone wrong just a few years ago. Joking that she would show the picture slides in 
her act “to the horror of the audience," Griffin adds, “but I came up with a more 
radical solution: it's called eating well and working out." 

With a five-mile walk every day, Griffin was able to find her bliss. “We all feel 
the pressure to do these intense workouts and get a personal trainer, and yet I 
have found after every diet pill and workout plan on the planet, the consistency 
of just a five-mile walk every day has been the greatest thing," she says, sharing 
her body-positive philosophy. “Anybody can do it. Do something that's consistent 
and fun and don't pressure yourself to be perfect or stick to a plan that no one 
could possibly stick to." 

It's this form of acceptance and support (and her great wit certainly helps) 
which has garnered Griffin her enormous GLBT fan base. She's famously said, 
"They love me because I'm outrageous, and I love them as an audience because 
they're the unshockable gays, which is what comedy should be about." Accord- 
ing to Griffin, she was the one in high school who went to prom with the gay 
friend (who is now a choreographer at Disney World) and has always been 
surrounded by "the gays." 

“We found each other organically,” she says, referring to it as a case of the 
chicken and the egg, not sure if she attracted gay men or they attracted her. Ei- 
ther way, she enjoys performing for GLBT audiences, calling them her favorite. 
“I started doing the gay clubs and getting a better response [to my act]. So, more 
gay friends followed. I find that gay audiences are more raucous, somewhat politi- 
cal, and knowledgable. But I won't discriminate. ГЇЇ still welcome the eleven or 
twelve straight guys who were dragged there by their girlfriends." 

And we love her in return for her comedy, her activism, and her support. “I 
don't know that I feel a responsibility for the community," she says. "I just want to 
do whatever I can and I honestly feel a true sense of community." 

Kathy Griffin will be appearing at Mystic Lake Casino Hotel June 13 at 8:00 
PM. For tickets, head to www.mysticlake.com. 77 
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BAR & CLUBS | BAROMETER | BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 


2014 Twin Cities Gay Pool League (TCGPL) Year-End Tournament 
April 27 at the Town House 


1. First Place Team (Year): Town 
House 2 (from left) Troy, Joel, 
John, Brant 


2. Second Place Team (Year): 19 
Bar 2 (from left)-Scott, Jared, 
Jeremy, Nate 


3. Third Place Team (Year): 19 Bar 
1 (from left)-Norm, Gabriel, Jerry, 
Mary 


4. First Place Individual (Year): 
Scott (19 Bar) 


5. Second Place Individual (Year): 
Troy (Town House) 


6. Troy (left) and Brant (right) of 
TCGPL presented a check to Rocki 
Simoes (center) of the GLBT Host 
Home Program of Avenues for 
Homeless Youth 


Your BARTENDER 


CASEY 
T. 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE 
ЕЛ "like" us on Proudly Serving Our Community Since 1952 
facebook 19 W. 15th St., Minneapolis * (612) 871-5553 * www.19bar.itgo.com 
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BAR & CLUBS | BAR SHOWCASE | PHOTOS BY GEORGE HOLDGRAFER 
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BY TIMOTHY SCHACKER, MD 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


LIVES 


HIV: A CALL 
TO ACTION 


Here are the facts. There are 35.3 million people on this planet living with HIV and most of these people have limited access to any 
form of treatment. Every 6 minutes another person is infected with HIV and every 10 minutes someone dies from the disease. In the 
United States there are 1.1 million people living with HIV and 1 in 6 are unaware of it. Fifty thousand Americans are newly infected 
every year, a statistic that has not changed in over two decades. In Minnesota, there are approximately 7,000 people living with HIV, 
but this is probably an underestimate as there are many infected people who have never been tested. Last year there were 301 new 
HIV infections diagnosed in Minnesota and among those, 1/3 were diagnosed with AIDS at the time they are found to be HIV+. The 
global, national, and local burden of disease from this infection is staggering. 


HIV INFECTED PEOPLE ON TREATMENT STILL HAVE A SHORTER LIFE 
SPAN, STILL HAVE ABNORMAL IMMUNE SYSTEMS, AND ARE NOW 
BEING DIAGNOSED WITH INFECTIONS, CANCERS, AND OTHER SERIOUS 
PROBLEMS THAT HAVE NOT BEEN SEEN BEFORE IN THIS POPULATION. 


We have made significant 
progress in the treatment of 
HIV. There are new formula- 
tions of antiretroviral drugs 
that have been combined into 
one pill that can be taken only 
once a day. These drugs have 
provided significant clinical 
benefit with people living lon- 
ger and living healthier. This is 
a remarkable achievement as 
it was not that long ago that 
a diagnosis of HIV meant you 
would soon die. However, it 
is really important to under- 
stand that treatment with 
these drugs is not a cure. HIV 
infected people on treatment 
still have a shorter life span, 
still have abnormal immune 
systems and are now being 
diagnosed with infections, 
cancers and other serious 
problems that have not been 
seen before in this population. 
Moreover, HIV+ people on ART 
are considered to be aging at 
a faster rate than someone the 
same age who is not HIV in- 
fected. We are seeing younger 
people becoming frailer and 
have an increased rate of heart 
disease, stroke, and blood 
clots. Beyond the personal 
turmoil this infection creates 
the cost to society is also quite 
large. The lifelong cost of care 
for HIV infected people is very 
expensive (up to $1500/month 
for medications alone) and 
the cost for social programs to 
support this growing popula- 
tion is very large. 

This disease is not going 
away. We can't cure it and we 
have no effective vaccines, 
microbicides, or devices to 
prevent transmission (except 
correct and consistent use of 
condoms and pre- or post- 
exposure prophylaxis). The 
natural question to ask today 
is why. In 2011, the United 
States federal government 
spent approximately 3.4 bil- 
lion dollars on research into 
HIV and in 2012, 3.5 billion. 


These investments are yield- 
ing important discoveries 
about how and why the virus 
causes AIDS, which provides 
new opportunities for treat- 
ment. The National Institutes 
of Health recently formed 3 
large collaborative networks 
of scientists from all over the 
world to find the cure for HIV. 
Two scientists from the Uni- 
versity of Minnesota (myself 
and Dr. Ashley Haase) belong 
to these "collaboratories" and 
the ideas and discoveries be- 
ing made by these groups are 
amazing. Our goal is to turn 
these basic science discover- 
ies into novel treatments that 
may lead to the cure. We are 
looking at entirely new "out 
of the box" ways to eradicate 
infected cells from the body. 
We are looking at new classes 
of drugs that might selectively 
kill cells that have HIV in them, 
novels ways of making a per- 
sons CDA T cells unable to be 
infected with HIV using gene 
therapy, and ways to "train" 
the immune system to find 
infected cells and eliminate 
them. However, progress 
along these lines is frustrat- 
ingly slow; scientific discovery 
often sets its own pace. 

Once we have an idea that 
could turn into a human treat- 
ment the progress at testing 
these ideas in humans is also 
too slow. We have a complex 
set of rules and regulations 
about what we can and can't 
do in human studies and legal 
issues that have to be sorted 
out before we can start any 
human trial. But, once a study 
is up and running, the single 
biggest barrier to human re- 
search is a lack of participants 
(volunteers). If recruitment 
goals are not met, a study is 
shut down and what might 
have been a great idea that 
would significantly advance 
the field becomes a missed 
opportunity. This has hap- 


pened many times in human 
research, across all diseases, 
not just HIV. Nationally, the 
rate of participation in human 
studies is declining. This is not 
a problem that affects just HIV/ 
AIDS, this is a serious problem 
in every topic area. Recent 
data suggests that a total of 
2196 of people who respond 
to study advertising show up 
for a screening visit and of 
those, 796 enroll into the trial 
and 596 complete it. If a study 
needs 500 people to complete 
the protocol to know if the 
intervention works, that means 
10,000 people have to pick up 
the phone and express interest 
in the study. 

| remember the activism 
of the 1980's and 1990's that 
led to major advances in 
the care of people with HIV/ 
AIDS. Organizations like ACT 
UP demanded progress and 
pushed for accelerated ap- 
provals of promising thera- 
pies. This led the FDA to fast 
track the approval of antiret- 
roviral therapies that are the 
reason we saw the rates of 
death from HIV/AIDS decrease 
dramatically in the mid-1990s. 
Human studies filled quickly. 
That sense of urgency is gone. 
Perhaps people believe that 
we have solved the problem of 
HIV/AIDS but given the num- 
ber of people infected, the new 
clinical problems we are fac- 
ing, and our inability to cure 
the infection, that is not the 
case. Part of the complacency 
may be due to the fact that 
the place where this disease 
is most devastating is beyond 
our borders; we don't see it as 
much as we did before. Walk- 
ing into a clinic in Kampala, 
Uganda to see a room full 
people with advanced AIDS 
and no access to medicines 
who will soon die from AIDS 
reminds me of the early days 
of the epidemic in the US, only 
on a much larger scale. Today, 


in 2014, the rate of infection 
in pregnant women in South 
Africa is up to 4096. We simply 
can't afford to be complacent 
about this disease. 

| believe that we can, and 
will cure HIV but that it will 
take the effort of everyone. 
The Twin Cities has a rich 
and engaged clinical research 
community studying HIV/AIDS. 
There are many opportunities 
to get involved, even if you 
are not HIV-infected. Dr. Keith 
Henry at Hennepin County 
Medical Center (HCMC) has 
several studies looking at 
novel anti-HIV drugs that may 
become part of first line regi- 
mens if they are successful. 
But we won't know unless we 
do the study. Dr. Frank Rhame 
at Allina is looking at new 
treatments for Hepatitis C, a 
common co-infection with HIV 
that makes HIV harder to treat 
and accelerates the pace of the 
disease. Dr. Jason Baker, also 
at HCMC, is studying the phe- 
nomenon of accelerated aging 
in HIV and looking at novel in- 
terventions to slow that down. 
Our group at the University of 
Minnesota is trying to under- 
stand why we can't completely 
restore immune function with 
ART. We have a study to see 
if an FDA-approved drug can 
improve CDA T cell counts 
with antiretroviral therapy and 
help to restore immunity. We 
are also looking at how we can 
improve antiretroviral therapy 
so it is more suppressive. We 
all need committed, commu- 
nity-minded people to enroll 
in these studies so that we can 
advance the field and hope- 
fully provide better options for 
people living with HIV. 

| can give you a recent 
example of a clinical study that 
has fundamentally changed 
the way we think about anti- 
retroviral therapy. We wanted 
to know why the current drugs 
do not do a better job of sup- 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 52 => 


LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM | 51 


FREE week trial. 
612.333.8181 


In-Gym & In-Home Personal Training е loscampeonesgym.com 


Ч 


Say Hello! 


Jared Frandson, MD, enjoys 
caring for people of all ages 
at Fairview Clinics - Uptown. 
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Fairview Clinics — Uptown offers convenient 
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frandson to learn more. 
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Health Quarterly 


pressing the virus from replicating 
and why some people have evidence 
of ongoing virus replication, despite 
having an undetectable viral load 

(a measure of virus in the blood). 
Fourteen committed volunteers al- 
lowed us to measure ART drug levels 
in cells from their lymph nodes and 
large intestine (where the virus actu- 
ally replicates). We wanted to know if 
the drugs were actually getting to the 
site where the virus replicates. We 
found that drug levels are unexpect- 
edly low in those tissues and that 

the amount of drug we measured 
correlated to the amount of virus 
replicating in those tissues (e.g., 

low drug level in lymph node was 
associated with more virus replica- 
tion in that lymph node). In most of 
the volunteers we found evidence for 
ongoing, persistent virus replication 
in these tissue compartments, even 
though they had an undetectable 
viral load in their blood. To make 
that fundamental discovery, which 

is that the current drugs are not as 
suppressive as we originally thought, 
required the dedication and commit- 
ment of these volunteers. We now 
know that our inability to get the 
drugs into these tissues is a barrier 
to cure and that we have to fix the 
problem by first understanding why 
they don’t get in and then figuring 
out how to get them in. Several labs 
have already started working on 

this, and that is because of those 14 
volunteers. 

It is important that you get in- 
volved. Find out what kind of study 
you might qualify for. Talk to your 
doctor about this. Look into options; 
there are lots of opportunities. Be a 
part of the cure. 


For more information: 
Dr. Schacker's research website: 
www.hiv.umn.edu/ 


Dr. Baker & Dr. Henry's research 
website: 
www.mmrf.org/research/hivaids.html 


Dr. Rhame's contact for research: 
612-863-7046 ш 


Timothy Schacker, MD, is Professor of 
Medicine and Director Program in HIV 
Medicine at the University of Minne- 

sota. Dr. Schacker has developed an 
internationally recognized program in 
translational research at the University of 
Minnesota. He is the principal investigator 
of a federally funded program of projects 
designed to determine barriers to HIV 
eradication. 
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For over 41 years, Wing- 
span Life Resources has 
served adults with Develop- 
mental Disabilities (DD) in the 
greater Twin Cities area. Based 
in St. Paul with a Residential 
Program providing 24 group 
homes in Ramsey and Hen- 
nepin counties, Wingspan also 
offers an In-Home Program 
for adults living on their own 
or with family. The organiza- 
tion’s mission is to help people 
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challenged by age, ability, or 
health to realize their unique 
gifts, talents, and dreams. 
Wingspan's Program Staff 
advise, “In our Rainbow Sup- 
port Group meetings we find 
that members are concerned 
with being forced into hetero- 
sexual social situations, since 
that is typically the only avail- 
able option for them to social- 
ize. Some members are afraid 
of being 'outed' to their peers 


and staff, which is understand- 
able since many people with 
developmental disabilities are 
not their legal guardians. They 
are acutely sensitive to retali- 
ation from family or others, 
such as being ostracized from 
family functions. Members 
may be reluctant to add an- 
other level of stigma by identi- 
fying themselves as members 
of the LGBT community. How- 
ever, the primary concerns 


WINGSPAN'S RAINBOW 
SUPPORT GROUP: 


SUPPORT FOR PEOPLE WITH 
DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES 


members describe involve an 
overwhelming sense of isola- 
tion, lack of companionship, 
and lack of support concerning 
their sexual orientation." 

The purpose of Rainbow 
Support Group is to provide 1) 
peer support for LGBT persons 
who have developmental dis- 
abilities; 2) a supportive space 
for education and interactive 
discussions regarding LGBT 
issues and topical discus- 


sions such as: safe sex, dating 
and intimacy, setting healthy 
boundaries, issues of con- 
sent, pride and self esteem, 
and coming out to family and 
friends; 3) a place to feel safe, 
welcome, valued, and respect- 
ed; 4) assistance with learning 
about and accessing LGBT 
events, resources, organiza- 
tions, and locations within the 
community; 5) advocacy and 
outreach through sharing sto- 
ries, receiving education about 
key issues, and learning about 
cultural and social opportuni- 
ties; and 6) experiencing the 
benefits of peer support. 

Rainbow Support Group 
(RSG) is for people with intel- 
lectual and developmental 
disabilities to help them be 
comfortable with who they 
are. RSG gives them a safe, 
comfortable environment to 
talk about their issues and 
feelings, decide when they are 
ready to come out, and how 
to come out to other people. 
Wingspan's Chief Operat- 
ing Officer, Therese Davis, 
believes, “I think it is impor- 
tant to have Rainbow Support 
Group because there used 
to be no support within the 
intellectual disability system 
for people who use services 
and are lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender, or questioning 
their sexual identity. It is our 
responsibility to help people 
with intellectual disabilities 
be safe in their exploration of 
their sexuality. Participants 
discuss the same concerns 
as other gay people, but they 
do it in a support system that 
recognizes their unique per- 
spective.” 

How Wingspan Hopes To 
Impact Social Change 

According to Wingspan’s 
RSG Program Director, Mau- 
reen Merrill, “Two key areas 
we focus on are reducing 
isolation and increasing safety. 
In the past, LGBT persons with 
disabilities did not know each 
other and were sometimes 
kept away from each other or 
anyone they were interested 
in or had a relationship with. 


Some of these adults are 
forbidden by their families 

to even consider having a 
loving, intimate relationship 
with another person. Many of 
these families would be even 
more condemning of a same- 
sex relationship. The group 
gives our members a chance, 
often for the first time, to be 
surrounded by other LGBT 
persons and to talk about 
common experiences. Many 
members have never said "І 
am дау, ог" am a lesbian’ 
before." 

The group's current ages 
span from 18 to mid 40s, 
though the range has been 
as high as age 70. One of the 
youngest members of RSG, 
Sam, says, "Rainbow Support 
Group changed my life. My 
parents are very supportive, 
but I felt isolated and alone 
and this group has really 
helped me in so many ways." 
Sam will be graduating from 
a Transition Program in June. 
His passion is music and he 
attributes this to his mother—a 
music teacher who encour- 
aged musical experiences at 
a young age. Sam has shown 
leadership in Wingspan's re- 
cently formed Glee Club which 
includes several of his peers 
from Rainbow Support Group. 
Although RSG is not intended 
as a dating group, relation- 
ships have sometimes formed; 
Tim and Bill from Wingspans' 
In-Home Program met at Rain- 
bow Support Group and have 
been dating for three years. 

People who have devel- 
opmental disabilities are, 
by definition, vulnerable to 
people who may take ad- 
vantage of them in different 
ways. There are many horror 
stories of people with devel- 
opmental disabilities hav- 
ing been abused physically, 
emotionally, and/ or sexually. 
Heterosexuals with develop- 
mental disabilities are more 
likely to have had some family 
members try to talk to them 
about safe touch, strangers, 
and relationships. Parents or 
family of LGBT people with de- 


velopmental disabilities may 
be more likely to simply forbid 
discussion about relationships 
and sex altogether. 

In his book Gay, Lesbian, 
Bisexual, and Transgender 
People with Developmental 
Disabilities and Mental Re- 
tardation, Dr. John Allen, MS 
wrote in 2003: 

"Although the process of 
coming out is complicated, 
it is doubtful that even those 
who are most understanding 
can imagine the obstacle of 
trying to navigate the intrica- 
cies of sexual orientation 
discovery by a person with 
a developmental disability. 
Acknowledging that people 
with mental retardation are 
sexual is a new development 
in the human service field, but 
one that is still facing pre- 
Stonewall mentality regarding 
those who are gay. Although 
people with mental retarda- 
tion are given unprecedented 
freedom to make personal 
vocational decisions, there is 
an unfounded expectation that 
they do not have sexuality—let 
alone homosexuality. 

As antiquated institutions 
are closed and residents are 
moved into more mainstream 
settings, some human rights 
issues have been inadequately 
addressed. Perhaps it is be- 
cause of an enduring pater- 
nalistic attitude that people 
with mental retardation are 
childlike and require protec- 
tion from adult experiences. 
Personal biases of support 
staff and guardian family 
members also serve to restrict 
individual freedoms. With 
great strides being made in 
human services, hopefully a 
new understanding is emerg- 
ing which recognizes that 
healthy sexuality is a natural 
component of being an adult. 

Just as heterosexuals do 
not have a monopoly on sexu- 
ality, the potential for having 
a relationship is not limited 
to intellectual privilege—it is 
part of what makes us human. 
What the Rainbow Support 
Group has accomplished and 


will hopefully continue to il- 
luminate is the understanding 
that people with Developmen- 
tal Disability are entitled to 

a whole life experience, includ- 
ing discovering and enjoying 
their sexuality." 

With LGBT adults who are 
developmentally disabled, 
family, staff or guardians may 
not know they are gay or may 
not want them to admit or talk 
about it. The persons with dis- 
abilities may be left with odd 
ideas about how gay/lesbian/bi 
or transgender people conduct 
their lives—based on whatever 
they have gleaned from mov- 
ies, pornography, or stereo- 
types. In Rainbow Support 
Group, members reinforce for 
each other wise, safe practices 
and ways of dealing with rela- 
tionships, strangers, etc. 

A first-time grantee of 
PFund, Wingspan will utilize 
grant dollars to expand oppor- 
tunities for Rainbow Support 
Group to participate in more 
LGBT community events and 
to advance its social change 
mission in advocating for 
the group. Rainbow Support 
Group currently meets on the 
last Wednesday evening of 
each month at its program 
office in St. Paul, and sessions 
may include outings such as 
a summer pool party, attend- 
ing gay pride festivities, a 
haunted hayride in the Fall, 
going to a One Voice Mixed 
Chorus concert, and other 
LGBT community events, and 
holiday celebrations. There is 
no fee for participation, and 
the group is open to LGBT 
adults with developmental dis- 
abilities who are not Wingspan 
residents or clients. BN 


For more information about 
Rainbow Support Group, please 
contact Program Director, Maureen 
Merrill, at 
mmerrill(@wingspanlife.org or 
651-644-2665 X 102. 


Darolyn Gray is the Development 
Officer at Wingspan Life Resources 
and can be contacted at 
dgray(dwingspanlife.org or 
651-646-3846 X 246. 
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TESTOSTERONE: 


NOT JUST A 
MAN’S ISSUE 


As is well-known, testosterone is one 
of the major male sexual hormones. 
It is also a female hormone with a 
significant role in sexual stimulation and 
satisfaction. Obviously, the amount of 
testosterone produced naturally by the 
male body is significantly higher than 
that produced by the female body. Even 
though it is well-known that women have 
menopausal symptoms from rather sud- 
den decreases in estrogen levels starting 
typically in the fifth decade of life, it is 
not well-known that men have a gradual 
“menopause” from lowering testoster- 
one levels starting in the mid 20s which 
is typically complete by early to mid 50s. 
Because of this gradual menopause, men 
seldom have the menopausal symptoms 
that women have. Rather, men have 
symptoms which are of gradual onset 
such as loss of muscle, tiredness, mild 
depression, loss of concentration, or 
difficulty obtaining or maintaining an 
erection. Interestingly, women tend to 
produce low but constant levels of testos- 
terone during most of their lives. 


BY PAUL MITTELSTADT, MD 


BECAUSE OF THIS 
GRADUAL MENOPAUSE, 
MEN SELDOM HAVE THE 

MENOPAUSAL 

SYMPTOMS THAT 

WOMEN HAVE. 


Low testosterone is easily diagnosed 
by blood tests. Furthermore, “T” levels 
are divided into active “T” and nonac- 
tive “T” levels. Thus a normal “T” level 
needs further explanation. When asking 
your MD fora “T” level, in particular ask 
about the active “T” level. A man in his 
60s may have a normal “T” level but it 
frequently will be almost entirely inactive 
МІ; 

Replacement “Т” comes іп many 
forms with the two most common being 
either a topical gel or in an injectable 
form. The gel has the advantage of being 
easily applied daily but the disadvan- 
tage of daily good skin preparation prior 
to applying as well as some potential 
greasy feeling and clothes contact. The 
injectable has the advantage of once a 
week usage, very accurate correction 
to normal active “T” levels, and a short 
time needed to complete the weekly 
injection. The most common disadvan- 
tage of injectable “T” is the discomfort of 
the injection which can be minimized by 
using a small needle. A note about both 
gel and injectable “T” is that “T” is very 
heavily regulated by the DEA. 

For men, when selecting an MD to 
be screened and treated for low "T", 
PLEASE find a physician who routinely 
tests and treats for "Low T". You may 
find an MD who can diagnosis “Low T” 
appropriately BUT will not accurately or 
appropriately treat for “Low T”. In the 
Twin Cities area, a few select urologists 
and endocrinologists are capable of 
diagnosing and treating for “Low T”. For 
women a “Low T” blood test is the norm. 
Yet women who are treated appropriately 
with testosterone frequently find signifi- 
cant greater enjoyment from intercourse 
(some reaching climax for the first time) 
without the dreaded fear of being mas- 
culinized. Women who wish to be tested 
and treated for “Low T” need to find an 
urologist, gynecologist, or endocrinolo- 
gist that can test, treat, and appreciate 
the sexual satisfaction appropriate “T” 
treatment can give. ш 
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RIDE REVIEW | BY RANDY STERN | PHOTOS BY RANDY STERN 


PORSCHE CAYMAN 


Name one of the greatest brands in the auto- 
mobile world today. 

You can name a few. You can name a lot. How- 
ever, we would all agree upon one particular name 
due to its cache, history, and image. That name 
alone evokes performance, excitement, and a leg- 
acy of track victories that stretch several decades. 

Let us not beat around the bush - everyone 
knows what a Porsche is all about. 

Porsche is not an elusive brand. Yet, the brand 
from Stuttgart sits in a place on the automotive 
totem pole that seems unobtainable and exclu- 
sive to the average motorist. Its enthusiasts are 
amongst the most loyal of any brand sold any- 
where in the world. An owner joins the Porsche 
Club of America, attends their regional track 
days, and properly cares for their vehicle, even 
if itis not a 911. 

As an automotive journalist, it is somehow ex- 
pected that you have driven a Porsche sometime 
during your career. It is the one brand that draws at- 
tention to your work. Everyone wants to read about 
a Porsche; primarily a 911, but any model would do. 

I have a confession to make, however. I have 
never driven a Porsche in my life. I have been 
around them, sat in them, and wondered how 
hard could it be to drive one. All of that has been 
put to bed, as I have driven my first Porsche in my 
half-century of living. 

When you drive a Porsche, you are supposed 
to have a rush of adrenaline. The roar from the 


tailpipe denotes something dramatic and exciting. 
A Porsche is supposed to rush you through traffic 
without scaring the living daylights out of you. 

Still, you have to drive a 911. It is still a great 
car, yet some have balked at its price. Owners of 
911s will continue to buy them, at any price. But, 
what if you are part of that group who still wants 
the '911 Experience! without the 911 price tag? 

Thankfully, Porsche created the Cayman. It 
began as a Boxster, the original small Porsche 
sports car created as a two-seat roadster. The 
Cayman was added to create a closed coupe expe- 
rience with the Boxster’s mid-engine placement 
and smaller footprint. Now in its second genera- 
tion, both the Boxster and Cayman received a 
plethora of praise by bringing back the purity of 
the older 911s. 

Count me in that chorus. Having ridden in an 
old 911, there are certain aspects of that car that 
denote a wonderful experience of corner track- 
ing, outright drama from the rear engine, and ev- 
erything else that speaks to the 911 Experience. 
From the driver’s seat, it felt as I just got into a 
1978 911SC looking for a canyon road to carve. 

It is tough to ignore the modernity of the Cay- 
man. Certainly, the engine is in front of the rear 
axle. There are plenty of buttons and switches to 
change anything from the driving aspect to the 
navigation screen. The instrumentation may be 
missing a dial or two, but you have to admit there 
is a classic Porsche feeling when you sit low in 


the seat and position yourself behind the wheel. 

The cabin represented a less cluttered ver- 
sion of the current brand interior design. There 
are still plenty of buttons to use. You can open 
the front lid and rear hatch with a couple of but- 
tons on the doorsill. You can switch your driving 
dynamics right by the gear lever. Plus, there are 
switches and buttons for the infotainment sys- 
tem and so forth. 

Unlike the 911, there are only two seats in 
the Cayman. Though the seatback tended to 
be a bit stiff, you can find comfort in the cush- 
ion, where the insert between the bolsters is 
wider than most sports cars and exotics. You 
are guaranteed to be locked in behind the wheel 
with these seats, featuring a plethora of power- 
assisted adjustments to manage a lot of kinds of 
bodies. Keep in mind that you have the engine 
enclosure right behind you, all sealed and quiet 
for your pleasure. 

To make your summer getaway worth the two 
seat occupancy in Cayman, there are two cargo 
holds for your weekend bags—one up front and 
one in the hatch. Both will fit a good-sized duffle 
each with three days worth of clothes and your 
sundries. If you must, Porsche would also furnish 
your vehicle-designed luggage with prices rang- 
ing from $175.00 to $775.00 per piece. 

The Cayman SI drove had 325 horsepower on 
tap from a 3.4 liter horizontally opposed, six-cylin- 
der engine. Combined with Porsche’s PDK trans- 
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mission, this is a dream to drive. The immediate 
response from the throttle makes quick work 
of first gear. Second took a bit longer than one 
would like, but it will go through the remaining 
gears in quick fashion. Press the Sport button and 
the Cayman S comes alive. The only soundtrack 
that mattered was the one that had just been 
turned to 11—the exhaust note. All gears get a 
quick change in Sport and you could possibly be 
in another state in a matter of seconds. 

In case you are wondering, the sticker of a 
PDK-equipped Cayman S states you might average 
24MPG in terms of fuel economy. This could be 
one of the most efficient sports cars in the market. 

While Porsche sports cars usually have a firm 
ride, the Cayman S keeps it compliant and com- 
fortable. There is a bit of a lean you feel, but that 


can be remedied with another button to adjust 
the shock dampening. Nineteen-inch Goodyear 
Eagle Е15 keep the Cayman S planted through 
the tarmac and tried to manage bad road surfaces 
while making butter out of the smooth ones. 

Steering in the Cayman reminds you of what 
a sports car is supposed to act like. It is perfectly 
weighted with great on-center feel and quick re- 
sponse. Brakes were good, with excellent pedal 
response towards solid normal stops. 

The Cayman lineup starts at $53,595 for a 
“basic” model with 275 horsepower. Upgrade the 
more powerful S model, and your sticker jumped 
to $64,795. Our tester came to $88,120—almost 
$22,000 in options! If you are looking for some- 
thing more hardcore, the GTS model offers 15 
more horsepower and near-track tuned drive for 


another $11,000. 

Obviously, you probably thought I would 
drive a 911 and that would take care of everything 
Porsche. To get a flavor of what Porsche has been 
up to, you do not necessarily have to drive a 911. 
However, any Porsche you drive still has the 
shield that reminds you of where it all came from. 
It also reminds you of where it stands amongst 
the pantheon of automobiles. 

The Cayman presents a different argument. It 
is a two-seater that is fun to drive while remaining 
true to the traditional tenets of Porsche’s sports 
cars. Maybe that is enough for you to decide. 

Besides, what car would you rather spend your 
Summer in the Cities (and elsewhere) in? I am 
thinking the Cayman would be a great choice for a 
many summers of road worthy adventures. B 
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DATELAND | BY JENNIFER PARELLO 


Puppy Vortex 


This has been a terrible winter. First there was the Polar Vortex. Ini- 
tially, I felt it fitting revenge for our attempts to kill off the polar bears with 
whatever type of atmosphere-choking gas (carbon monoxide? dioxide? I can 
never remember) we're spewing from our SUVs and pig farms. 

But when the PV continued to blast into April (!), I began to grow resent- 
ful. Especially after it froze my water pipes twice and made everyone on the 
entire continent grumpy. 

And just as the PV began to retreat, one of my dogs died and, then, my 
dad died a week later. 

It’s hard to put a positive spin on any of this, even for an optimist like 
me. But in the depths of this cold madness, something adorable happened. 

It all started late at night—a couple days after my dog died and a few days 
before my dad died. I was self-medicating with a bottle of Barolo and watch- 
ing YouTube videos of puppies doing what puppies do best—rolling around 
like drunken bowling balls and squeaking. I happened upon a video of a sleepy 
French bulldog puppy heroically trying to keep its eyes open before falling 
asleep face-first into a bowl of food. 

Immediately, I knew it would be the best idea ever to get a French bull- 
dog puppy. (Yes, I was drunk.) So, I promptly found a breeder online and 
sent in a deposit. And, then, just like a puppy, I fell asleep face-first into a 
bowl of food. 

The next morning, I completely forgot about my puppy commitment and 
went about the grim business of tending to my dad's failing health. A few 
days later, I was stunned to receive an email inviting me to pick up the puppy. 

The email explained that since the puppy was from an Amish breeder, 
the communication was being sent by a "technology emissary" and I was 


not to respond to it. Instead, I was commanded to drive to Amish country 
to pick up the pup. 

I did a lot of stupid, impulsive things while my dad was dying. I bought 
a boat. I contacted an old girlfriend through Facebook. I binged on brain- 
leaching reality TV. And I drank too much wine (which explains everything 
listed above). Now that his transition is complete, I'm mopping up the con- 
sequences. 

The day after my dad died, I wearily drove to the Amish farm fully pre- 
pared to explain the situation and renege on the puppy. I was greeted by 
a stern Amish man and his weirdly silent wife, who refused to make eye 
contact. The man explained that this was the last of the litter and it had to 
go to make room for a new batch. They were clearly operating some type of 
Old World puppy mill. 

I feared the surplus pup would be served for Easter dinner if I didn't res- 
cue it. (This also served as rationalization for getting a purebred instead of a 
mutt from a shelter. This was a rescue dog! I was rescuing it from the Amish!) 

She was released from her austere cell looking like a cross between a 
pot-bellied pig and a bunny, happily romping to me with no clue of how close 
she came to being served in a stroganoff. I scooped her up and took her to 
my car. As I did the sun appeared from behind the steely clouds. Since she's 
been with me, the daffodils have bloomed and the PV has returned to the 
North Pole. 

ГЇЇ return to my lesbian nonsense in future columns. But after this harsh 
winter, I thought we could all use a reminder of how an unexpected blast of 
ridiculous charm can chase away the clouds and make you remember why 
Ше is fun. Ш 
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COTTAGE HOUSE * An Occasional Market 
* Next sale: GARDEN FLING - JUNE 
11, 12, 13, 14, 15. Wed. 1-7pm, Thur.- 
Fri. 10am-7pm, Sat.-Sun, 10am-ópm e 
4304 Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. 
www.thecottagehousempls.com. 


LASER HAIR & BODY SERVICES 


Spring is here! Going to the beach? Don't 
shave. Don't wax. Be sweet to your skin 
and get sugared! Make your appointment 
today! Call Orrin (612) 871-9122 or go to 
http://www.orrinbbeauty.com. 


RENTALS — RESIDENTIAL 


Southwest Minneapolis - 3 BR duplex. 
Gleaming wood floors, dark woodwork, 
ceiling fans, blinds throughout. Kitchen: 
stainless sink; microwave, dishwasher. 
Formal dining room,  builti-ns. Laundry, 
storage. Heated garage available. Blocks 
from Rose Garden/Harriet/Calhoun. No 
pets/smoking. Available 6/1. $1500 plus 
utilities. (952) 239-2253. 


Сола 


RESTAURANTS 


Royal Orchid Thai/Asian Cuisine - Voted 
Best Thai Food Twin Cities. Located 
4oth/Central Northeast. Experience 
true flavors of Thailand with savory Thai 
curries and fresh made stir-fries. www. 
thebestthaifood.com, www.facebook.com/ 
royalorchidmn. (763)789-9999. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC in 
South Minneapolis @ (612) 306-6323. 


TRAVEL 


Join in the fun where you leave your 
troubles and clothes behind. Visit Two 
Creeks Clothing Optional Campground, just 
north of the Twin Cities. Visit 2Creeks.com 
or call (763) 250-1122. 


Tree, 


OUTDOOR CHORAL FESTIVAL 


THE SINGERS 
VOCALPOINT 
SIX APPEAL 


Thursday, June 5, 7 PM 
Minnehaha Park 


Minnesota's finest choral ensembles will fill 
your summer evening with song. 


Learn more at classicalmpr.org/harmony 


Minneapolis 
Park & Recreation Board 


99.5 


classicalMPR 


Made possible in part by 
the Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund created 
by the Minnesota 
Legacy Amendment | 


Беде 
iR 

Б: да 
EROS 
бек. 


952193818700 
7631226 2929 
6127465:7255 


651:305.27,37 


FREE to listen 
and reply to ads! 


FREE CODE: Lavender 


1-888-MegaMates" 


For other local 
numbers call: 


24/7 Friendly Customer Care 1(888) 634.2628 18+ ©2013 PC ШС MegaMatesMen.com 2446 


SUBARU. 


Confidence in Motion 


THE ALL-NEW 
2014 SUBARU FORESTER 


NO-COST OIL CHANGES, COMPLIMENTARY 
CAR WASHES, COMPREHENSIVE SERVICE, 
PLUS MUCH MORE! 


LIFETIME POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 
INCLUDED WITH EVERY NEW FORESTER! 
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THE NETWORK 


ACUPUNCTURE 


HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


Nancy Vitalis Garrity 


acupuncture • homeopathic • psychology | D 


612-889-0721 


garityacupuncture.com 


30 years experience | 
Ask about New Client special Ё 


AUTO REPAIR & SERVICE 


Serving you for 100 years! S=SiNcE 1914 


GODERLIN 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


612-721-4080 


Serving the entire Twin Cities Area 
Emergency Service Available 


(HAGENS 2222. 


Family Owned & Operated For Over 60 years! 
Free Estimates 
All Insurance Accepted 
Lifetime Repair Guarantee 


28th & Lyndale Ave S, Mpls 
(612) 872-6671 2 


NOVUS css 
Auto Glass Repair & Replacement Á 


Call us before you call your insurance! 
Convenient Mobile Service 


Brad White 952-288-4829 
www.novusglass.com 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 


for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 
No phone calls please. 


FLORAL SHOPS 


9 Ges of Esa Ye 


Your Friendly Neighborhood Florist 
Celebrate School's Out 
with fresh flowers! 


651-646-7244 


www.gardenofeva.net 
1585 Marshall Ave, Saint Paul, MN 55104 
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WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


Licensed, Bonded & Insured 
LICENSE #58002PM & 3272MB 


Home Efficiencies 
Windows...) 


Siding 
Insulation 


Roofing 
Gutters 


звів li 


Le Anc ist. 
INDUSTRY LEADING 


construction inc. 10 YEAR 


[t's that easy 


EET 


ARCHITECTURE. 
residential | commercial 


612.870.4081 shelterarchitecture.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION є RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE е REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS • TILING * PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 

FREE ESTIMATES 

Your Complete Profesional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECAREANDREMODELING.COM 
TODD OR LEG 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


We're your expert 
home heating, 
cooling and 
plumbing company. 


612-424-9349 


Uptown 


ИИС A 


craftsmanship warranty 


Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


MATT'S TREE SERVICE 


CABLING, PRUNING, & REMOVALS 
LICENSED AND INSURED 


Residential & Commercial Services 

ISA Certified Arborist on Staff 

Tree Removal * Tree Trimming * Chipping • Stump Grinding 
Storm Damage * Lot Clearing * Hedge & Shrub Pruning 
Emerald Ash Borer, Dutch Elm Disease 

and Oak Wilt protection treatments 

25+ yrs. Experience 

Credit Cards accepted 


Office: 612-706-8210 
Cell: 612-998-3157 


e£ 


INSURANCE 


07497 9/13 


BJORN WENDORFF 


INDEPENDENT INSURANCE AGENT 


COMPARING RATES FOR COVERAGE 
THAT FITS YOUR NEEDS. 


LIFE e HOME e AUTO e BUSINESS 


612-237-8371 


BUORN@CARNEYINSURANCEMN.COM 
CARNEYINSURANCESERVICES.COM 


AGARNEY, 47 


ISURANCE SERVICES 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


iit 
AMERICAN FAMILY 
LINSURANCE | 


David Kinney 
(952) 233-0310 
9358 Ensign Ave. 
Bloomington 


allstateagencies.com/davidkinney1 


@ Allstate. 


© 2013 Allstate Insurance Company. 


THE NETWORK 


INSURANCE PSYCHOTHERAPY SPORTS & RECREATION 


Coverage that goes far 
beyond the driveway 


Deb Streeter 


Ryan Dean, PhD LP 


Licensed Psychologist 


790 Cleveland Avenue South, Suite 201 


Insurance Agency : ” 
Saint Paul, MN 55116 
Y : 952-853-9077 651-231-9936 ryandeanphd@gmail.com 
FARMERS dstreeter@farmersagent.com SS —— 
INSURANCE www.farmersagent.com /dstreeter www.ryandeanphd.com 


REAL ESTATE VIDEOGRAPHER 


= а FREE 


Gay RealEstate instant Access to the Nations, % 
ж. Тор Gay & Lesbian Неа!015.. 
Find Your Perfect Agent Online: 


Invisible 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina М. Baldwin 


An exceptional community 
deserves exceptional service. 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent.com 


Kon Bonke WEDDING RESOURCES 


7A your doorstep ік the city or Ош iu the burbs. 
612.986.8622 
kentbowker@edinarealty.com 


Edina Realty... 


ғғ 


ша 
РЕТ PRODUCTS & SERVICES paca ats 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


SES 612.827.9537 


* A Spacious Spa & Salon 
Perfect For Getaways, Bridal 
Parties, Corporate Meetings 

* Unique Spa Homes for 


FARMERS iss Stays 


LARPENTEUR 
ANIMAL HOSPITAL 


"Because Our Pets are Family" SCOTT HAUBRICH 


Complete Medical, Dental and Surgical Care BROKER 


612-298-5400 


Natural Blessings 


Wedding and Life Celebrations 
Officiant Mary C. Vidas 


My Partner Jane and I join you in 
celebration of Marriage Equality! 


Free First Exam 
Dr. Dan Anderson, Dr. Julie Dahlke, 
4 4 SCOTT@BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 
Dr. Christy Hutchins а 
id — Ыб WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM Aon Denominational and 
terfai rations 


1136 Larpenteur Аме. W. == | ~ 
651-487-3712 • реа ишаара Gots 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 
Carise Rotach-Beard Knowledge * Honesty * Integrity 
б. Individual & Гео Counseling «ні Deb Casper, CRS ИК 
ч 651-983-9215 = 651-407-7864 «v 
9 <> O Fama 


Free Consultation « RE/MAX Specialists 
www.DebCasper.com 


co ive 


sparkcollabo.com 


Follow us 
C biggaynews 


м 
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David Shannon, LICSW 
Psychotherapist L nn 


2324 University Avenue West 
Suite 100 ~ St. Paul 55114 Koccom 


deshannon@gmail.com EDINA REALTY uso 


507-399-3789 (cell) 
612*834* 2300 


| \ GLBTQ Community : ns 
| Hil | Й Mental health since 1971 lynnrossom@edinarealty.com 


Community Connection 
brings visibility to local GLBT- 
friendly non-profit organiza- 
tions. To reserve your listing 
in Community Connection, 
call 612-436-4698 or email 
advertising@lavendermaga- 
zine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 
recovery solutions. Helping people 
reclaim their lives from the disease 

of addiction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center x MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


L.I.F.E. Program (St. Josephs 
Hospital) 

Outpatient treatment, mental health 
services for the LGBT community. 
Suboxone and methadone clients 
welcome. 

45 W. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 55102 

(651) 326-3645 


www.healtheast.org 


ADOPTION SERVICES 


Minnesota Adoption Resource 

Network 

Finding families for Minnesota’s 

Waiting Children, providing pre-/ 
ost-adoption services since 1981. 
221 Nicollet Mall, Ste. 501 

Minneapolis, MN 55403 

(612) 861-7115 


www.mnadopt.org 


Pinehaven Youth and Family 
Services, Inc. 
Foster Care and Adoption 
Agency serving a rainbow color 
башы сан Training and support 
rovided. 
.O. Box 667 
Brainerd, MN 56401 (statewide) 
320-630-7340 or 218-821-1480 
www.pinehaven-mn.org 


ADVOCACY 


Rainbow Health Initiative 
Committed to advancing the health 
and wellness of LGBTQ communities 
through research, education and 
advocacy. 

2021 E. lienne in Ave., Ste. 220 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 

(612) 206-3180 


www.rainbowhealth.org 


AIDS/HIV INFO & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 
Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site 
Meals, Food Shelf and Supportive 
Services. 

3808 Nicollet Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 55409 

(612) BDALIFE (5433) www. 
aliveness.org 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AIDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information and resources. 
1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

|2 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment Program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/ 
page/park_house_home 


U of MN HIV Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals to participate in research 
studies. 

420 Delaware St. SE 

Minneapolis, MN 55455 

[612] 625-7472 


iv.umn.edu 


CONVENTION & VISITORS 
BUREAUS 


Meet Minneapolis 

Convention & Visitor Association. 
Free wedding service available! 
250 Marquette Ave. S., Ste. 1300 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 

(888) 676-6757 


www.minneapolis.org 


Visit Saint Paul 

"| Do Saint Paul" is your key to 

designing the Wedding of your 
reams. 

175 W. Kellogg Blvd., Ste. 502 

St. Paul, MN 35102 

(800) 627-6101 


www.visitsaintpaul.com 


BUSINESS ASSOCIATIONS 

Twin Cities Quorum 

Your GLBTQA chamber of 

commerce working to invigorate, 

build and partner Tor a diverse 
usiness community. 

(612) 399-6827 


www.twincitiesquorum.com 


EDUCATION 


William Mitchell College of 
Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888).962-5529 


www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENT CENTERS 
American Swedish Institute, 


e 
Luxurious Turnblad Mansion, sleek 
Nelson Cultural Center - perfect 
settings for your next event, big or 


small: 
2600 Park Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-3368 


www.asimn.org 


The Klub Haus Private Club 
Weddings & Receptions at a 
beautiful venue. All extras at no 
additional cost! Outside catering 
allowed. 

1079 Rice Street 

Saint Paul, MN. 55117 
651.489.4808 

klubhaus.net 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 
MUT men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 


Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 215-4118 


www.ywcampls.org 


sive, welcoming environment. 


GLBT HOMELESS YOUTH 

GLBT Host Home Program of 
Avenues for Homeless Youth 
Securing host homes for CLBT youth 
experiencing homelessness. Contact 
us to host or donate. 

1708 Oak Park Ave. N. 
Minneapolis, MN 55411 

(612) 522-1690 
www.GLBTHostHome.org 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 


Fairview Clinics 

More than 40 locations offering 
same-day appointments, 
extended hours and 24/7 
scheduling. 

2450 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55454 
(855) 324-7843 


www.fairview.org/clinic 


Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health to meet your needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 645-0478 

www.familytree 

HIM Program / Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic 

525 Portland Ave. S, 4th Floor 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
facebook.com/HIMProgram 
www.capsprogram.org 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 
1220 E. Lake St. 

Minneapolis, MN 55407 

(612) 729-2543 


www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 


MPR & The Current 

Providing in depth news coverage, 
Сеад music. and emerging artists 
on our three regional services. 

480 Cedar St. 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 290-1500 


www.mpr.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University o 
Minnesota 

330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 

Minnesota Historical Society 
Sites & Museums 

Make the Minnesota Historical 
Society's 26 historic sites and 
museums part of your 

vacation plans. Like Split 

Rock Lighthouse, Mill City 

Museum, Minnesota History 

Center, Northwest Company Fur Post, 
James J. Hill House and Historic Fort 
Snelling. They're located all around 
the state. Learn more at 
www.visitMNhistory.org 


Weisman Art Museum 

Art is everywhere. You just need to 
now where to look. Expand your 

vision. Free admission. 

333 E. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-9494 


www.wam.umn.edu 


PERFORMING ARTS 
Children's Theatre Company 
North America's flagship theatre 
for young audiences and families, 
offering year-round live theatre for 
ages 2-18. 

2400 3rd Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 874-0400 


www.childrenstheatre.org 


Cowles Center for Dance and 
Performing Arts 
The Cowles Center is the Twin 
Cities' flagship for the creation, 
performance, education, and 
celebration of dance. 

528 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 206-3600 


www.thecowlescenter.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State, Pantages and New 
Century Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, MN 

1-800-982-2787 
www.HennepinTheatreTrust.org 


History Theatre 

Musicals and plays about the 
people and events that make up the 
American experience. 

30 E. 10th St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 
www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for 
developing artists and new work 
while sparking conversation about 
challenging human issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www. illusiontheater.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 

in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
neighborhood. 

2951 Lyndale Ave. 5. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Enriching, inspiring and serving our 
community as a symphony orchestra 
internationally recognize 

artistic excellence. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

89 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 
Professional, multiracial company, 
promotes cultural pluralism through 
artistic excellence and Radical 
Hospitality no-cost admission 


rogram. 
501 S. Ath St. 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 
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Ordway Center for the 

Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creating 

pertorming arts and educationa 

programs that enrich diverse 
udiences. 


a 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

She Rock She Rock 

Music camps, classes, and 

supportive performance 

opportunities for female, trans and 
ender non-conforming folks. 

8115 Excelsior Blvd. #316 

Minneapolis, MN 55416 


jenny@sherocksherock.com 
www.sherocksherock.com 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rothstein. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-3003 


www.latteda.org 


Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(912) 389-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 522-4325 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Northern Lights Greyhound 

Adoption 

Fall in love again, with a 
reyhound! Let the matchmaking 
egin! Call today! 

(763) 7549754 


www.nlga-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 


Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes grassroots action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 

Minneapolis, MN 
www.twincities.hrc.org 
www.hre.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education, training and law. 

310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 


www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 E. Hennepin Ave., Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 255-3260 


www.tcpride.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 
[n—————————AJ———dÀ—Á—————"Óáá—————5É QUSS] 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 


Central Lutheran Church 
We welcome all people to discover, 
celebrate and share the love o 


Christ. 

333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 

Church 

Upbeat, growin congregation 

committed to inclusion, justice, 
eace, community and proclaiming 
od's YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - Disciples 

of Christ 

A Movement for Wholeness In A 

Fragmented World. 

610 W. 28th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fecminneapolis.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

It's a new day at Hennepin 
Church! Vibrant Worship. Authentic 
Hospitality. Beloved Community. 
511 Groveland Ave. 

511 Groveland Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope 
Presbyterian Church 

A Covenant Network Congregation 
welcoming all people. 

797 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 

Mayflower Communi 
Congregational United Church 
of Christ 

An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 

106 E. Diamond Lake Rd. (I-35 & 
Diamond Lake Rd.) 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0761 


www.mayflowermpls.org 


Plymouth Congregational 
Church, Minneapolis 
Spiritual, Loving, Relevant, 
Transforming. 

Find us on Е ТИЕТ and Twitter 
1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 


www.plymouth.org 
Richfield United Methodist 


urc! 
The Church of the Imperfect. 
Engaging worship, wisdom, 

ratitude, and justice a la Jesus. 

oin us! 
5835 Lyndale Ave. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 861-6086 


www.richfieldumc.org 


St. Mark’s Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your fait 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 870-7800 


www.ourcathedral.org 


The Episcopal Church of 
Gethsemane 

Historic Building, Progressive Faith 
905 Ath Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 55404 

(612) 332-5407 


amindtowork.org 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all 
people regardless of sexua 
orientation or gender idenity. 
www.mnrcumc.org 


United Theological Seminary 

Inspire your spiritual life. Bring your 

big questions. Certificate or degree 

pe rams and community education. 
000 5th St. NW 

New Brighton, MN 

(651) 633-4311 


www.unitedseminary.edu 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Churc 

A covenant network congregation, 

working toward a church as 
enerous and just as God's grace. 
icollet Mall at 12th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-3421 


www.westminstermpls.org 


SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS 


Minneapolis Movie Bears 
Social networking organization 
catering to the GLBT community for 
movies, theater, games and tun. 
2830 W. 70 1 3 St. 

Richfield, MN 55423 

(612) 327-5340 


www.minneapolismoviebears.com 


SPORTS & RECREATION 
Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players 

as we celebrate 30 years of gay 
softball in Minnesota. 

P.O. Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


TRAVEL 

Afton Area Business 

Association 

Explore Afton. Enjoy a day or 

Weekend away. Historie Rivertown: 
ining, Shopping, Lodging, Skiing, 

Gall Events Weddings И і 

РО Вох 102 

Afton, MN 55001 

(651) 436-8883 


www.exporeafton.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day өші weekend 
getaway! Historic Rivertown. 
irthplace of Minnesota. Minutes 
from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine, 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Dak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
705 Harriet Dr. 
Stillwater, MN 55082 
(651)-351-1717 


www. DiscoverStillwater.com 


Minneapolis Northwest CVB 
7100 Northland Circle, Ste. 102 
Minneapolis, MN 55428 

(763) 566-7722 

mplsnw.com 

info@m Isnw.com 

located Ше: from downtown 
Minneapolis. Popular destination 
for abundant shopping, unique 
restaurants, and REE Parking. 


Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B’s. Attractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Marshall In Southwest MN 
Easy couples getaway. Three hours 
from the Twin Cities. Lots of locally 
owned shops and restaurants. 

317 W. Main St. 

Marshall, MN 

(507) 537-1865 
www.visitmarshallmn.com 
info@visitmarshallmn.com 


2005 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 


Numerous special events. 
13000 Zoo Blvd. 


ТУ 


WWw.mnzoo.org 
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OUR VOICES 


THROUGH THESE EYES | BY JUSTIN JONES 


Seinfeld Boys 


I’m at Wilde Roast Café in one of those 
comfy fancy-looking armchairs by the fire. I 
have coffee and am typing on a MacBook, 
so I feel very writerly. I’m wearing my eye- 
glasses to look at my computer screen even 
though I’m nearsighted and they do me no 
good. They add another layer to my writerly- 
ness. Perhaps people will think I’m writing 
a screenplay that no studio will ever look 
at. Or maybe a formulaic novel in which we 
learn at the climax that the protagonist has 
all along been the villain. But the thought is 
conceited. People are going about their busi- 
ness, paying me no mind, and my glasses 
make my eyes burn. I take them off. 

“Is anyone sitting here?" I hear. I look up 
to see a handsome man, probably in his fif- 
ties, standing by the chair next to me. He's 
tall, maybe 62", with wide shoulders and a 
thick waist. 

“Only if you sit there,” which is my at- 
tempt at a clever reply. He fake laughs and 
sits down. 

I return to my laptop, where a blank 
Word document stares back at me. I don't 
want to write, so instead I wonder whatever 
happened to that guy I went out on that date 
with in college, the one who told me he ate 
grass. Let me close Word and open Face- 
book to search for him. 

“Tm over this weather," my new neighbor 
says. I turn to him. He's pulling a laptop out 
of his bag. 

*Me too." I have no clever reply, so I pull 
out my Southern card—I play it whenever 
I don't know what to say: “Yeah, I’m from 
North Carolina. I’m not used to this.” 

“Oh, really? How long have you been 
here?” He’s reaching behind a small table 
separating us, fumbling to find a power out- 
let for his computer. 

“Almost five years.” 

He chuckles. “Shouldn’t you be used to 


the weather by now?” 

“Yes, but I couldn’t think of anything else 
to say to you.” 

He laughs. I blush. He finds the power 
outlet and settles back into his chair. 

‘Tm not good talking about weather,” I 
say awkwardly. 

Uncomfortable pause. He looks down at 
his computer in silence. That was an odd way 
to end a conversation. 

“Sorry,” he says, “I was trying to find 
something else to say to you, but I kept com- 
ing back to weather.” 

I like this guy. 

“This is kind of like one of those awkward 
airplane conversations, yeah?” I say, “You 
know, when you try talking to the possibly 
very talkative and/or awkward stranger sit- 
ting next to you.” 

“Not until I ask you what part of North 
Carolina you’re from, even though I already 
know I won’t know where it is you’re talking 
about.” 

“A pivotal role in any airplane conversa- 
tion.” I sip my coffee. “Hope Mills, North 
Carolina. Town of small cafés and big gossip.” 

“Oh my god, I love that place! I’m sure 
I have an obscure cousin somewhere out 
there!” 

I immediately want to be his friend. He’s 
outgoing and hilarious. 

“I reckon I should tell you that I’m Jus- 
tin,” I say and wonder whether or not I 
should stick out my hand. It’s awkward sit- 
ting side-by-side like this. 

“Reckon, Justin? Reckon? Really?” He has 
this fantastic smile that makes me want to 
swoon. 

"Tm Rob.” We don't shake hands. 

“I was being sarcastic,” I say, which is a 
total lie. He rolls his eyes. 

"Are you writing? What are you writing?" 
he asks. 


«І don’t know yet. Maybe a status update." 
“Oh, you young’ns and your Facebook." 
“Young’ns, Rob? Young’ns? Really?" 

Rob's a rare breed for Minneapolis. 
Scratch that. Rob's a rare breed period. He's 
charming without trying and social without 
hesitation. He's just the right kind of honest. 
And he reads people well, I sense. Is it a gen- 
erational thing? I'm 27 and somewhat social, 
but dorky and outrageous. Also, it seems that 
people my age, like my college date, appar- 
ently do things like eat grass. Rob's just cool. 

No. It's not generational. Almost never 
does this happen. Strangers don't say hello 
without sufficient alcohol consumption or a 
"networking event" excuse. 

Rob and I have known each other for only 
a few minutes, but he has me longing for 
more of him. Not him specifically, but rather 
him, the breed. I'm somehow reminded of 
Seinfeld, and I'm not sure why. Maybe be- 
cause the show was about nothing, as is our 
conversation, as is my unexpected craving 
for talking to strangers, as is my recounting 
this story to you. 

Rob and I chat for another 15 or 20 min- 
utes. He tells me a story about an 80 year-old 
woman who died next to him on an airplane. 
I tell him about a guy on an airplane who 
vomited on my shoe. 

I’ve lost track of time and realize I'm late 
to an appointment. 

"Shit, I gotta go," I say and shut my lap- 
top. 

“But you didn't write anything,” he says. 

Istand up and start wrapping up my char- 
ger cord. 

“Maybe ГЇЇ write about you." m 


Say hello. ThroughTheseEyes.JustinJones(dgmail. 
com. 
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Forever. 


Decades ago, clinical trials opened 
new doors for people battling HIV & AIDS. 
Today, they may be key to eradicating HIV infection forever. 


[he University of Minnesota recently launched new НІМ clinical studies. 
But to be successful, we need your help. 


You can make a difference if you're: 


Diagnosed HIV+ 
18 years or older 


Interested in the clinical trials process 


We're forging new paths in the fight against HIV & AIDS. 


Compensation and time requirements vary. 
Find out more at hiv.umn.edu or call (612) 625-7472. 
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